
seen its way through the bad 

times while being blessed with the 

good.   

Throughout this year, we will be 

doing lots and lots (and lots) of 

planning.  We plan on giving the 

carnival another whirl, in whatev-

er shape or form that may be.  

We have literature to gather to 

honor our centennial, photo al-

bums to make, names to add to 

faces, holes in the roof to patch 

up, a fund-drive to push to make 

successful.   

That is quite a bit...all while still 

working towards building up the 

Body of Christ here on the corner 

of Broadview and Wexford. 

The flesh is willing...and luckily, 

the spirit seems to be strong.  We 

have our goals laid out for the 

2015 year as a parish.  It is our 

duty as parishioners and friends 

to make sure these are carried 

out.   

It is a tremendous responsibility, 

but, as we are reminded in scrip-

ture, by St. Paulõs letter to the 

Philippians (4:13) òI can do all 

things through Him, who strength-

ens me.ó 

Happy New Year!         Fr. Jason 

Hello everyoneð and Happy New 

Year!  It has been my prayer dur-

ing all the Masses I have celebrat-

ed in the New Year that our parish-

ioners and friends would truly be 

blessed by God in these first mo-

ments of 2015. 

Whether it is your own life or the 

life of the church, the end of one 

year and the beginning of a new 

one does bring forth some emotion 

and introspection. 

Case-in-point: one of the traditions 

from my last parish of St. Stanislaus 

Cathedral was one I was dubious 

of at first...but brought it with me to 

my first pastoral assignment here at 

St. Maryõs (Iõm guessing many 

young pastors have done the same 

in our PNCC). 

That is the reading of the òparish 

statisticsó to close out the year at 

the last service held.  I read this as 

we began our Litany to the Most 

Blessed Sacrament and as we pre-

pared for Benediction/

Wystawienie.   

They werenõt great, to say the least.  

In terms of sacraments administered, 

the parish was lacking.  Funerals, 

and they were many, dominated the 

short report. 

However...it feels different.  Though 

not many have been born and bap-

tized into our fold recently...the spir-

it here is good.  Ask anyone in the 

parishñI believe truly that most 

would agree that the parish is 

headed in òthe right direction.ó 

There always is a òbutó with these, 

isnõt there?  The òbutó is present in 

that we are headed in the right di-

rection BUT how do we make sure 

we continue? 

We, as a parish, are blessed with 

the carrot at the end of the prover-

bial stick.  This is a big year for us!  

We celebrate our 100th year as a 

parish in just a few short months, a 

blessing that proves this parish has 
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In between Holy Masses on Sunday, 

December 7, the work of the Nomi-

nating Committee as assigned by 

the Parish Chair was revealed as 

those who were willing and ready 

to serve on the Parish Board for 

2015 were revealed. 

As an official meeting was called 

by the Parish Chair,  Mrs. Elaine 

Ploskonka, she turned the chair over 

to Fr. Jason to run the election meet-

ing. 

At the meeting, per the vote and 

acclamation of the entire gathered 

parish body, the parish officers and 

directors were elected.   

We sincerely thank all of those who 

took on the responsibility to serve 

our St. Maryõs Parish, all while look-

ing forward to a bright and chal-

lenging year ahead of us.   

Time must also be taken to honor 

those who have left the Boardð 

Thank you for your year(s) of ser-

vice: Dr. James Ploskonka, Michael 

Ference, Louise Cygan, Jack Spilka, 

and Karen Dicken. 

There are still a couple of Director 

spots availableñif anyone is inter-

ested in serving for this centennial 

of our parish, please speak to 

Elaine Ploskonka or Fr. Jason. 

 

Election of the New Parish Board/Committee 

St. Maryõs of Parma, OH Monthly Newsletter 

January 2015 
Page 2 

Those elected at our December 

meeting to be Officers and Direc-

tors on our Parish Committee were 

also called to take their Oath of 

Office before the congregation that 

duly elected them. 

Using the new liturgy prescribed by 

the PNCC in the new Ritual Book, 

our Parish Chair, Mrs. Elaine Plos-

konka, presented the assembled 

elect before the Pastor and the con-

gregation. 

Upon vouching for their worthiness, 

Mrs. Ploskonka took her place with 

them as the re-elected Parish Chair.   

Fr. Jason then read them their rights 

and duties as members of this 

board, how they were required to 

adhere to the scriptures, to the Consti-

tution of the PNCC, and to the Parish 

By-laws.   

Oath of  Officers 
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Advent 2014 has come and gone, 

but it was well-represented at St. 

Maryõs. 

Continued was the tradition of par-

ish youth lighting the candles of the 

Advent Wreath and reading the 

accompanying reflection regarding 

the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, 

and Love. 

As noted in last monthõs newsletter, 

we were also able to behold the 

new blue Advent Vestments as we 

glorified God through our Advent 

celebrations. 

As we prepared for the coming 

Christ Child throughout the month of 

December (and one day of Novem-

ber!), we were called as a Parish to 

be òproperlyó prepared.  The ser-

mons for the season surrounded 

those themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, 

and Love and how these themes 

help Christians prepare for their 

Lord.   

Thanks to all the youngsters who got 

over his or her stage fright in order 

to make sure our wreath was 

blessed, our prayers read, and our 

candles lit. 

Advent 2014 

On Saturday, December 6, Deacon 

James Konicki was ordained to the 

Holy Priesthood at Saint Stanislaus 

Bishop and Martyr Cathedral in 

Scranton, PA. 

Unbeknownst to Deacon James, I 

had also attended his service of 

Minor Orders at the Cathedral a 

number of years ago.  Having min-

istered alongside Deacon James for 

a number of years with work at the 

Central Diocese and at the National 

Youth Convos, it was only fitting that 

I was able to see him complete this 

life-long goal of answering the call 

of Jesus Christ to become a 

priest in His holy vineyard.   

I was blessed to serve as a 

Master of Ceremoniesñ

you can see me almost do-

ing something important in 

the picture at left.  Fortu-

nately, my job was mostly 

standing around and enjoy-

ing this great moment in the 

life of the Polish National 

Catholic Church. 

Upon returning back to St. Maryõs, I 

made sure Father Jamesõ ministry was 

kept in our prayers during our Sunday 

morning Intercessions.   

Fr. Jason attends Ordination Services 
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