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Adios, 2015!

As the book is closed on the year
2015, we all can become a bit
wistful when thinking of the “what
weres” and “what could’ve beens”
of the past year.

It is no exception in the life of our
parish. It was a good year... it
was a memorable year...it was our
100th year, which is a pretty
amazing thing.

We were met with challenges this
past year, but in them, Jesus Christ
was our support. Though sad-
dened by the losses of some
beautiful souls, our strength is in
our Lord.

It was a beautiful thing to close
out the year, our Christmas cele-
brations. It was something famil-
iar, something that people who
don’t always attend church al-
ways love to do in order to wrap
up their calendar year.

In a year that was unlike any oth-
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er at our parish, it was fitting. This
year was chock full of new and dif-
ferent things. We had a 100th An-
niversary celebration! That included
all of the planning, coordinating the
efforts of parish groups and organi-
zations, phone calls, emails, meet-
ings, and more.

Our PolishFest is now a thing. It was
an incredible event that exceeded
our expectations, providing the par-
ish with much-needed income and
even more needed new blood. Yes,
the event brought in many people to
worship with us for the first time,
with a couple sticking around to be-
come part of our parish family.

Our parish played host to the first
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ever National YMSofR Golf Tour-
nament. We had an amazing
day at a beautiful golf course
with nearly 50 golfers. The day
finished with an awards banquet
by a top Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia ltalian chef. This event turned
out so well that we were asked to
“run it back” and do it again in
2016.

We found out that our parish will
be the host parish of the 2016
Diocesan Synod of the Western
Diocese. As discussed at our Par-
ish Committee meetings, we can-
not wait to play host to this event,
have Mass celebrated by our
Prime Bishop and Diocesan Bish-
op, and all those clergy in at-
tendance. And, as luck would
have it, that golf tournament is
bookended after the final day of
the synod, hopefully saving many
people some travel time and al-
lowing more to participate in this
tournament.

Combined with all the other things
that make our parish bump and
move, we are well-set for 2016.
Though there will not be the frills
of a 100th year, we hope that
the dedication to our Lord Jesus
Christ and to His mission of
spreading the Gospel will be
what keeps us going.

Fr. Jason
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Various Announcements

Restoration Drive

The Parish Committee decided to
extend our Restoration Drive
through the first months of 2016.
Now that some of the fruits of the
Drive's labor have been produced,
we encourage anyone who was “on
the fence” to please consider mak-
ing a donation in the coming weeks.

Operation Christmas Child

To close the book on our Christmas
shoebox endeavor, event coordina-
tor Evonne Pryer wants everyone to
know that our boxes made it to
Zambia & Colombial Wow! .

Food Ministry

Our 2016 slate of our Monthly
Food Ministry kicked off last

Kielbasa Making

Kielbasa making took place on Sat-
urday, December 5 during the
morning-into-early afternoon-hours.

It was a well-attended and, appar-
ently, a well-advertised event. In
fact, we sold out of all the fresh
kielbasa we made by the end of
the day!

With apologies to those who ne-

Wednesday, January 6, from 4-
6pm. 101 Meals were served on a
nice January evening to some
warmed-up and very grateful peo-
ple. A meal featuring grilled
cheese, soup, macaroni & cheese, &
pickles was served. Many thanks to
all who assisted at this event.
Potluck

January 10, please be advised that
there is only one Mass at 10am with
our Parish Potluck to follow. This is
our parish Christmas Celebration,
still within the season. Please plan
on bringing a dish to share at next
week’s Potluck.

Parish Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting takes place
Sunday, Jan. 31st after the 9am

glected to place an order, it
was a very successful event.
Thank you to all who worked
or supported this continued
endeavor.

Holy Mass. There will be only one Holy
Mass this day.

Scheduling Masses

As the New Year has arrived, please
be aware that Masses are open to be
scheduled for 2016. Some dates have
been filled, so if there is a date you
normally keep, please make sure to
inform Fr. Jason in person, via email,
or by phone. Thanks!

Epiphany Blessings

Fr. Jason will be contacting many in the
parish to make a pastoral visit to your
homes and offer a blessing. He will
either call or email to set up an ap-
pointment. By all means, if you have a
date in mind, please contact him and
he will be happy to oblige.
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Youth Group Night Out

On Sunday, November 29th,
Evonne Pryer, three Youth group
members, and their parents &
grandparents attended the annual
Cleveland POPS Christmas Concert
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Why Do We?

Over the last number of months,
parishioners have asked a num-
ber of questions which | have
kept tabs on. Over the next few
issues of the newsletter, I'd like to
answer them, one-by-one.

The first one for this month is a
good one “Why do we sign our
forehead, lips, and chest with the
Sign of the Cross before the Gos-
pel?

On page 20 of the PNCC Mass-
book, in the Traditional Rite,
there is a prayer the Celebrant
says before the introduction of
the Gospel. It says “Cleanse my
heart and my lips, Almighty God,
as you cleansed the lips of the
prophet Isaiah with a burning
coal. In your mercy cleanse me
so | may worthily proclaim Your
Holy Gospel. Through Christ, Our
Lord. Amen.”

at Playhouse Square.

This year, the concert was spon-
sored by The City Mission and the
Cleveland APL with plenty of dogs
& cats available

I B oY for adoption.

Everyone had a
good time, and it
"L.- was a great way
to start the Christ-
mas holiday sea-
son.

This prayer is quoting Isaiah 6:6-
7— “Then one of the seraphs
flew to me, holding a live coal
that had been taken from the
altar with a pair of tongs. The
seraph touched my mouth with it
and said: ‘Now that this has
touched your lips, your guilt has
departed and your sin is blotted

out.

In the book Our Mass Explained
(1958, Msgr. Chevrot), the au-
thor says “Its symbolism is clear:
must not the teaching about Jesus
which the gospel gives enlighten
our minds, inspire our words,
and, above all, enter into and
transform our hearts?”

Catholic history has shown that
this act has been done before
the proclamation of the Gospel
since the 4th Century. In fact, the

tracing of the cross upon with fore-
head was the forebearer to the
way we traditionally bless ourselves
and has been recorded as having
been done since the time of promi-
nent early Christian Tertullian, who
wrote in the late 2nd Century.

Clearly, the signing of the cross in
this unique way is part of our histo-
ry and tradition. Wrote Tertullian
“l know that they were Christians,
for they constantly traced the sing
of the Cross on their foreheads.”

Our act of signing our foreheads,
lips and heart is one of those acts
that simply lets the world know that
we are Christians...even if that
world is our close friends at St.
Mary’s on a Sunday morning.
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Acolyte Appreciation Sunday

On Sunday, December 20th, the
acolytes of St. Mary’s were hon-
ored at St. Mary’s parish.

Our four acolytes were first
acknowledged during the pray-
ers of intercession, as was
prayed “For Chuck, Haling,
Blake, and Damion — as we take
time today to appreciate their
selfless ministry to the Lord on
His holy altar, (pause) We pray
to the Lord, Lord, hear our pray-
er!

After Holy Mass, the Mission
Team provided an elegant
breakfast that the acolytes were

summoned to eat first. They
were also presented with cards
and tokens of appreciation for
their service.

As Father Jason said, because
they serve him weekly to pre-
pare the Lord’s Cup for God’s
people, he wanted to present
them with cups for themselves.
Gifts of a Castle TV glass, a
Teenage Mutant Turtles sippy
cup, a Star Wars sippy cup,
and a Twilight travel coffee
mug were given, to four ap-
preciative and well-deserving
acolytes.

Though our numbers of aco-

lytes have been rising slowly but
surely over the last two years we
can still use some more help up
there! If any parent has a child
who may be interested in serving
the Lord at His altar, please con-
tact Father Jason at any time.
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PTO Christmas Party ers. ity to pull some strings and con-
vince good ole’ St. Nick to come
The Annual PTO Christmas Party Many thanks to the PTO for all the  to St. Mary’s just a few days be-
took place on Sunday, December hard work putting this shind.ig to: fore his big night!
20th after the 9am Holy Mass. gether. Thanks also for their abil-

The event takes place the last
Sunday before Christmas every
year and features the incredible
and famous basket raffle.

This year was no exception, as
the baskets were amazing and
the second-chance prizes were
quite the treat to our parishion-

Election of Officers

Fin. Secretary— Jo Ann Long Seniorate Delegates: Barb Bog-
The Election of Officers meeting Secretary— Charles Repede zevitz & Charles Repede.
of St. Mary’s took place in the Directors— Bob Bernacki, Ron Fer- Diocesan Synod Delegates: Elaine
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, De- ence, Greg Hodor, Mike Paulus, Ploskonka & David Micka (Mike
cember 6th after the 9am Mass. John Spilka, Bruno Tracy, Mike and Barb Wisniewski, alternates)
The following were elected to Wisniewski, Gene Stepanik,
parish positions for the 2016 George Ziefle, and Jeanette The Oath of Office took place on
year of worship, administration Chambers. Sunday, December 27th at the
and activity: Auditors: Michele Misiewicz-Barry, 9am Holy Mass.

Martha Repede, Patty Temesi,
Mary Ann Kasperczyk.
Tribunal: Chris Paulus (term thru
2016), Susan Boehnlein (thru
i 2017).

Parish Chair-Elaine Ploskonka
Vice Chair— Steve Fesz
Treasurer— Josephine Ference
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Midnight Mass at St. Mary’s, 2015
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Midnight Mass at St. Mary’s, 2015 (cont)

Midnight Mass photo credits belong
to Mr. Gene Stepanik— thanks Gene!
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January Days of Note

Barbara Wisniewski
Katie Repede
Pattie Dotson
Natalie Soltysiak
12 John Kasperczyk
14 Josie Matis
22 John Kobalka

Tom Kugler
23 Pete Moritz
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7 Andre & Audrey Spanjol
24 Mike & Barb Wisniewski

like us on
facebook

Like us: Search
St. Mary’s of Parma, OH

“Another Year is Dawning’

Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be,
In working, or in waiting,

Another year with Thee.

Another year of mercies,
Of faithfulness and grace;
Another year of gladness

In the shining of Thy face.

Another year of progress,
Another year of praise,
Another year of proving

Thy presence all the days.

Another year of service,
Of witness of Thy love,
Another year of training

For holier work above.

Another year is dawning,
Dear Master, let it be
On earth, or else in heaven

Another year for Thee.

—-Francis Ridley Havergal

(1874)
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Our Prayer List

Please pray for these St. Mary's parishioners:

Barbara Baranowski
Anna Dawidziuk

Marlane Oleniacz
Bill & Joan Kastak

Craig & Judy Atherton John Spilka
Louise Cygan Alison Jambor
Mary Ann Loschelder June Zaun

Marty Bengala Amy Dreger

Lilian Ploskonka
Please pray for our family and friends:

Beth Chihill
Helen Cummings
Colby Howard

Wanda Clark
Michael Cosevin
Laina Dachtal

Jay Grabowsky Pam Chesar
Cecelia Hall Caroline Kunes
Oliver Kuta Thomas Lill
John & Anne Nemetz Bea Miskow

Rose Neyman Carol & Chuck Boesch

Joanie True Daniel Rinella
Joenel Rollen Veronica Babic
Fr. Tom Sheha Fr. Sr. Gus Sicard
Gracie Pijor Ben Soltesy
Don and Pam Tropiano Linda Vect

Marcus Vaughn, Jr.
Howard Dicken
Jane Hunter

The Finnie Family

Dennis and Sue Vect
Bryson Dzuroff
Cherise Pacanovsky
Dennis Thome

Carlene Fliss Jim Fliss Jr.
Duda Family Fr. Sr. John Kraus
Nan Cramer Bp. Stanley Bilinski

David Vaden
Jeannie Bartko Muran

Bp. John Mack
Bp. John Swantek

Chuck Zaranski Madilyn Perry
Elsa Vogl de Gomez Wanda Heffner
Kim Blaha John Clark Sr.
Rose S. Geri S.
Robert Winlock Veronica Babic
Chris Minch Nancy Jablonowski

Jason Dreger Tom Bowen
Stephanie Milla Rich Dombrowski
Those in nursing homes or assisted living:

Shirley Paulus Gene Mora
Polly Gajda

WE ALSO REMEMBER
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY
ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN

Bless them, O Lord.

www.stmaryspncc.org



