
that cemetery.  The graves of 

those who served our nation are 

blessed because of the signifi-

cance of the holiday.  All other 

graves are blessed because they 

are the people these service men 

and women gave their lives to 

protect. 

Iõm kind of a sap, so these mo-

ments and prayers always catch 

me a bit.  Especially when you 

see the veterans of the various 

branches of our military honor 

their fallen brothers and sisters.   

It can be emotional, it can cause 

any Americanõs heart to swell with 

pride and thanksgiving. 

We closed our service with a pat-

riotic hymn- òMy Country ôTis of 

Theeó.  It was great, and those 

gathered really belted it out.  It 

brought me back to a get-

together of clergy from mixed 

faiths and I recall being maybe 

25 and having these religious 

leaders say they would never 

have a patriotic song in their 

place of worship.  òWhy promote 

war even more?ó was a repeated 

comment. 

As a 25-year-old kid, I kept my 

mouth shut.  Years later, I can on-

ly think òYour loss.ó 

Fr. Jason 

One of the strange things about 

growing up as òthe son of a 

preacher manó is that I had access 

to certain events and experiences 

that very few else would.  Most of 

them good, some not-so-good...but 

memorable nonetheless. 

In my bedroom at the rectory at 73 

Main St. in Westfield, MA, I faced 

the churchõs bell tower.  At noon, 

three, and 6pm every day, those 

chimes would go off with whatever 

chime-y songs were plugged in to 

that old massive tape deck. 

As an altar server, I learned how to 

use that monstrosityð it had 

òSwinging Pealó for the beginning 

of Mass, òFuneral Tolló, which had 

to be manually switched on and off 

(but never mid-toll! That would re-

sult in pretty much the worst noise 

ever) and then the requisite Marian  

chimes, patriotic, Christmas, Easter, 

Lent, etc. 

Being a downtown church with some 

moderate foot traffic, it was always 

neat how people would occasionally 

stop their jaunt and just listen to the 

chimes...especially the Patriotic ones. 

See, the old man priest there would 

plug in òPatrioticó near Memorial 

Day and leave it to July 4th.  This 

converges with the best New Eng-

land weather of the year...and I 

may vaguely remember as a young 

teenager being awoken  by òGod 

Bless Americaó at noon on a lazy 

summer, schoolõs out for the summer, 

kind of day. 

Patriotic Hymns are neatñthey can 

really stir the heart when the heart 

is open to it.  Oftentimes, it is when 

the tensions of a nation are 

stretched tightly when those Patriotic  

words and the sight of that flag 

cause the room to get a bit dusty. 

Inside this newsletter, youõll see a 

few pictures of how we celebrated 

Memorial Day as a parish.  We 

ventured a few blocks over to the 

Sacred Heart Cemetery, and as we 

prayed, we remembered the val-

iant.  We sang the National Anthem.   

We prayed for the dead and 

blessed each and every grave at 
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On Sunday, May 3,  a group of St. Maryõs parishioners and 

friends gathered at the Parma Circle to participate in the 

Polish Constitution Day. 

We have been participating in this parade for a number of 

years now.  We had a larger group compared to some other 

churches, and, as you can see, we were joined eagerly by our 

canine friends.   

This year, Fr. Jason had an opportunity to pray the 

benediction to conclude the program.  This included a 

welcome that was penned by parishioners Len Pryer 

and Josephine Ference, which garnered some applause. 

A big thank you to everyone who made sure our parish 

was so well-represented at this yearõs parade. 

Polish Constitution Day Parade 
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