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TV, and get smothered with
Christmas ads. I
| was lucky to attend college with
a scholarship focused on my once
-present athletic ability. | threw
' S the javelin, of all things. The
Joy, and Peace. Itis a penitential spearchucking priest.
season, and we here at St . Mary o :
take extra time during the 1st Sun-AS the track season was building
: day of Advent to do an extended O the end of my sophomore year
Advent Preparation examination of conscience and per{? the spring of 2002, | was en-
ance service. joying a standout year, including
You know what was nice this year setting the school record for the
The week of 70 degree tempera- It is a slow build, not unlike one of jave"n throw. | had qua||f|ed for
tures and sunny skies immediately those candypopping Advent calen- the New England Championships,
following Halloween. dharszTﬁt rlun from [I)'Ece'mb(lir 1? tOwith the top 8 getting an invite to
. the 24th. It seems like it takes for- iti
SO, the first week of November fel oo 4 get those little candies, but the next Ievel.of comp-etltlon.
like thg last week of August: It wa i o nvoilal Its Christmas! | was _ranked just outside those
great, it was welcome, and it madt top 8 in New England, but was
local advertisers furrow their Advent began on the early side thisyaying a great few days of prac-
brows . They c a year, meaningwe get26 days of htice. | was farexceeding what |
Christmas on us all right after Hal- the season. In 2017, since the 24tihaq thrown in a meet (about 180
loween. Poor Tom Turkey has los falls on a Sunday, we get but 3 full feet) and was tapping in the low
his moment in the sun it seems: weeks of Advent over those 4 Sunto-mi d 1906 s . |  wa
Thanksgiving is seen as a wam days (including the 24th). shape of my life...but | was 19.
a speed bump to the Main Event ¢ the church does this slow bupd ~ Which meant | was stupid.
Christmas. the right way. Always right after My practice area was near the

On one hand, this bothers every- Thanksgiving, allowing thatniceseyn i ver sity of Har

one. On the other hand, we alll gue from one season to the next. field and a busilywalked area
know this i sn6t TheideaofcrowningJesus as Kifgy etudents. Which meant girls
good ol &6 days. on Christ the King Sunday the priofyere walking by. Which meant |
Sunday melds nicely with that resehaq to let them see this shirtless
Christmas in our own special way, :'r:‘g r:gsthoi ,I&I(tjl\J/ng\?al Season and thetyrepriest throw this spear into
with the season of Advent. There ' the stratosphere over...and

we spend 4 Sundays lighting can- But as much as we hear the wordsover...and over again.

In the church setting, we gear up f

dles on the Advent Wreathand Owai t 6 and 0pr e pfpyeQupidit]..afdRabérfess d |

hear the messages of Hope, Love ing Advent, we go home, turn on the
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Advent Preparation

to draw and keep a crowd, | Over the next f é‘rW_'nv% 2 RUL 6}”“9'6%%'06‘ pnd
threw out my arm. Two days experience all the familiar our joy 0 the season is gone by the
before the meet and it was Christmas specials. Radio sta- tme we actually get to Christmas.
dead. tions changed their format to Our challenge this year is to not

| didnoét tell aq_i:cg)rgrﬂogateénﬁ geasgnmany , qverprepare. Like | said: I really

up for the meet. Though | know jweeks ago. Holiday parties at — think the church does it correctly. A
was seeded in the middle of the work will be followeq with ugly slow build, prophets calling for a
pack somewhere, | can tell you svyeater parties at frlenFjs and Messiah, John the Baptist preaching
exactly where | finished: dead will be followed _by parUes\ with  as the greatest of them all...and
stinking last. the family o0bef ¢thenahe Sdnef Gedelgng im man-

gets too hecti c gd.

That autumn, | blew out my shoul- : ,
der in a softball game and And like my poor 19ear old However you prepare this year,

my track career was over. | leave enough energy so as not to

was lucky to live vicariously be exhausted_ by llam_on Decem-
through my younger brothel ber 25th. Strive to be like those

who ended up much better shepherds when you return from

than I, achieving ARmerican Masso T h. €n the S.h eph
status a few years later, the turned, glorifying God and prais-

highest honor for a collegial . ing God for all the things that they
at?ﬂete. J had heard and seen, as it was told

t hem. 0o (Luke 2: 2(
Fr. Jason

Operation Christmas Child

On Sunday, November 22, the  our numbers have increased, if out to the world. This is +2 from
School of Christian Living classes ever so slightly. last year.

combined to put together boxe; This year, our grand total was 45 Thank you to all who participated
of donated goods to send to chil- poyesfile®4 5 Chr i st manghissnoserewarding of opportu-
dren in need for Christmas 2015. nanced by our parishioners gener- nities for what is one of the very
Samar i t @OperaRomr s e @sty, 45 boxes blessed and sent  best charities in the world.
Christmas Childas provided
this avenue for a number of
years now. A year,

x j
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Various Announcements
Restoration Drive Luke after hearing from St. Mark particularly on the themes of Hope,
for the past year. Love, Joy, and Peace.

The Parish Committee decided to
extend our Restoration Drive Socks & Hygiene Kits Pierogi

through the end of 2015. Now that We are in need of trayekize . Due to the hectic schedule over the

some of the fruit §,,0hsebdyfootibludhds® O Spast sBveral months the decision was
bor have been produced, we en- Please bring these & any travel made not to make pierogi. What re-
courage anyone who.qhSio hitdh. g €are  mains in our stock is frozen cheese
fenced to please GANI \'Nefﬁ,%g themﬁkbg dls9  8pologies for any disappointment.

donation in the coming weeks. tributed in the coming weeks. Perl ads on State an
New Liturgical Year Please place items in the assigned 9ested %ﬂ?'gglgg;al kzgrsc')n?ss to buy
The First Sunday in Advent brings boxes in the back corner of the Y Kielbgsg ’
about many changesdifferent church. _
vestments, a wreath, a time to col- New Bible Study Kielbasa was made on Dgcember 5th.
lect thoughts in a penitential season. I f you didndt place

't also brings a B pew {BibledStugthgstkiﬁk@dgoﬁf c_$Pe, please see Chris Paulus. There
New Year, o6 that idst, Sithe Madaydisn gs oy becarirditedogianti®y deft avér.e r
of a prophetic nature, the gospel ~ also brought about the end of our
begins in a new point of history st udy of St. Paulds Letter to the Pt
(preparing for the coming of Christ), lippians. After, it was decided to
and the gospel is from (mainly) St. have a PreChristmas Study that
would focus on the Advent Season,

Chili CookOff

For the first time in a number of ~ There was more than enough to go
years, the YMSofR hosted a chili around for those in attendance.
cookoff. Congratulations to Greg Hodor for

1st Prize with his trieg@ind-true rec-
The event took place after 11am  jpe and to Michele Misewicz-Barry
Mass on Sunday, November 15.  for 2nd Prize for her white bean.
There were 8 different pots of chili, _
which provided a nice variety. In  The group then watched the first
fact, in addition to the old half of the Steelers vs. Browns game®
standbyds, ther e angyanthgmeyihiull beljesbup [
a vegetarian, and a white. All deli- crushed souls. :
cious!

The judges for the pots
of chili included a Doc-
tor, an altar boy, the
YMSofR president,
and more. While
some judges debated
the various spices and
meatto-bean ratio,

the youngest decided
that the chili with the
spaghetti had to be

the best because, you
know, thereds spaghet -
il




