
TV, and get smothered with 

Christmas ads.  Itõs tough! 

I was lucky to attend college with 

a scholarship focused on my once

-present athletic ability.  I threw 

the javelin, of all things.  The 

spear-chucking priest. 

As the track season was building 

to the end of my sophomore year 

in the spring of 2002, I was en-

joying a standout year, including 

setting the school record for the 

javelin throw.  I had qualified for 

the New England Championships, 

with the top 8 getting an invite to 

the next level of competition.   

I was ranked just outside those 

top 8 in New England, but was 

having a great few days of prac-

tice.  I was far-exceeding what I 

had thrown in a meet (about 180 

feet) and was tapping in the low-

to-mid 190õs.  I was in the best 

shape of my life...but I was 19.  

Which meant I was stupid. 

My practice area was near the 

University of Hartfordõs soccer 

field and a busily-walked area 

by students.  Which meant girls 

were walking by.  Which meant I 

had to let them see this shirtless 

future-priest throw this spear into 

the stratosphere over...and 

over...and over again. 

In my...stupidity...and eagerness 

You know what was nice this year?  

The week of 70 degree tempera-

tures and sunny skies immediately 

following Halloween. 

So, the first week of November felt 

like the last week of August.  It was 

great, it was welcome, and it made 

local advertisers furrow their 

brows.  They canõt wait to push 

Christmas on us all right after Hal-

loween.  Poor Tom Turkey has lost 

his moment in the sun it seems: 

Thanksgiving is seen as a warm-up, 

a speed bump to the Main Event of 

Christmas. 

On one hand, this bothers every-

one. On the other hand, we all 

know this isnõt going back to the 

good olõ days.   

In the church setting, we gear up for 

Christmas in our own special way, 

with the season of Advent.  There, 

we spend 4 Sundays lighting can-

dles on the Advent Wreath and 

hear the messages of Hope, Love, 

Joy, and Peace.  It is a penitential 

season, and we here at St. Maryõs 

take extra time during the 1st Sun-

day of Advent to do an extended 

examination of conscience and pen-

ance service. 

It is a slow build, not unlike one of 

those candy-popping Advent calen-

dars that run from December 1st to 

the 24th.  It seems like it takes for-

ever to get those little candies, but 

then voila! Its Christmas! 

Advent began on the early side this 

year, meaning we get 26 days of 

the season.  In 2017, since the 24th 

falls on a Sunday, we get but 3 full 

weeks of Advent over those 4 Sun-

days (including the 24th). 

The church does this slow build-up 

the right way.  Always right after 

Thanksgiving, allowing that nice se-

gue from one season to the next.  

The idea of crowning Jesus as King 

on Christ the King Sunday the prior 

Sunday melds nicely with that reset-

ting of the Liturgical Season and the 

themes of Advent. 

But as much as we hear the words 

òwaitó and òprepareó in church dur-

ing Advent, we go home, turn on the 
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to draw and keep a crowd, I 

threw out my arm.  Two days 

before the meet and it was 

dead. 

I didnõt tell anyone and showed 

up for the meet.  Though I know I 

was seeded in the middle of the 

pack somewhere, I can tell you 

exactly where I finished: dead 

stinking last. 

That autumn, I blew out my shoul-

der in a softball game and 

my track career was over.  I 

was lucky to live vicariously 

through my younger brother, 

who ended up much better 

than I, achieving All-American 

status a few years later, the 

highest honor for a collegiate 

athlete. 

Over the next few weeks, weõll 

experience all the familiar 

Christmas specials.  Radio sta-

tions changed their format to 

accommodate the season many 

weeks ago.  Holiday parties at 

work will be followed with ugly 

sweater parties at friends and 

will be followed by parties with 

the family òbefore the season 

gets too hectic.ó 

And like my poor 19-year old 

Advent Preparation 

Operation Christmas Child 

On Sunday, November 22, the 
School of Christian Living classes 
combined to put together boxes 
of donated goods to send to chil-
dren in need for Christmas 2015. 
 

Samaritan Purseõs Operation 
Christmas Child has provided 
this avenue for a number of 
years now.  And every year, 

our numbers have increased, if 
ever so slightly.   
 

This year, our grand total was 45 
boxes filledð 45 Christmasõs en-
hanced by our parishioners gener-
osity, 45 boxes blessed and sent 

out to the world.  This is +2 from 
last year. 
 

Thank you to all who participated 
in this most rewarding of opportu-
nities for what is one of the very 
best charities in the world.   

arm in 2002, our anticipation and 

our joy of the season is gone by the 

time we actually get to Christmas. 

Our challenge this year is to not 

over-prepare.  Like I said: I really 

think the church does it correctly.  A 

slow build, prophets calling for a 

Messiah, John the Baptist preaching 

as the greatest of them all...and 

then the Son of God, lying in man-

ger. 

However you prepare this year, 

leave enough energy so as not to 

be exhausted by 11am on Decem-

ber 25th.  Strive to be like those 

shepherds when you return from 

Mass- òThen the shepherds re-

turned, glorifying God and prais-

ing God for all the things that they 

had heard and seen, as it was told 

them.ó  (Luke 2:20)      

Fr. Jason 
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Restoration Drive 

The Parish Committee decided to 

extend our Restoration Drive 

through the end of 2015.  Now that 

some of the fruits of the Driveõs la-

bor have been produced, we en-

courage anyone who was òon the 

fenceó to please consider making a 

donation in the coming weeks.  

New Liturgical Year 

The First Sunday in Advent brings 
about many changes ð different 

vestments, a wreath, a time to col-
lect thoughts in a penitential season.  
It also brings about a òLiturgical 
New Year,ó that is, the readings are 

of a prophetic nature, the gospel 
begins in a new point of history 

(preparing for the coming of Christ), 
and the gospel is from (mainly) St. 

Luke after hearing from St. Mark 
for the past year.   

 

Socks & Hygiene Kits 

We are in need of travel-size 

toothpaste and toothbrushes.  

Please bring these & any travel-

sized items to church.  Socks are 

needed as well, as they will be dis-

tributed in the coming weeks.  

Please place items in the assigned 

boxes in the back corner of the 

church.  

New Bible Study 

 A new Bible Study has kicked off 

at St. Maryõs.  The end of October 

also brought about the end of our 

study of St. Paulõs Letter to the Phi-

lippians.  After, it was decided to 

have a Pre-Christmas Study that 

would focus on the Advent Season, 

particularly on the themes of Hope, 

Love, Joy, and Peace. 

Pierogi 

Due to the hectic schedule over the 
past several months the decision was 
made not to make pierogi.  What re-
mains in our stock is frozen cheese-
apologies for any disappointment.  
Perlaõs on State and Russell is a sug-
gested quality local business to buy 

your holiday pierogi. 

Kielbasa 

Kielbasa was made on December 5th.  
If you didnõt place an order but need 
some, please see Chris Paulus.  There 
*may* be a limited quantity left over. 

Various Announcements 

Chili Cook-Off 

 

For the first time in a number of 

years, the YMSofR hosted a chili 

cook-off. 

The event took place after 11am 

Mass on Sunday, November 15.  

There were 8 different pots of chili, 

which provided a nice variety.  In 

fact, in addition to the old 

standbyõs, there was a venison chili, 

a vegetarian, and a white.  All deli-

cious! 

The judges for the pots 

of chili included a Doc-

tor, an altar boy, the 

YMSofR president, 

and more.  While 

some judges debated 

the various spices and 

meat-to-bean ratio, 

the youngest decided 

that the chili with the 

spaghetti had to be 

the best because, you 

know, thereõs spaghet-

ti! 

There was more than enough to go 

around for those in attendance.  

Congratulations to Greg Hodor for 

1st Prize with his tried-and-true rec-

ipe and to Michele Misiewicz-Barry 

for 2nd Prize for her white bean.   

The group then watched the first 

half of the Steelers vs. Browns game 

and went home with full bellies but 

crushed souls. 


