
from the early 20th Century. Noted 
was how this structure allows for ma-
jor decisions of the Church to be made 
by the people and clergy on equal rep-
resentative footing. 

The third presentation was by both Fr. 
Jason and Sub-Deacon Jim.  It was a 
rehash of the seven sacraments and 
the PNCC’s touch on them.  The com-
bination of Baptism and Confirmation 
was noted, the introduction of The 
Word of God was explained, and vari-
ous differences to the other sacra-
ments, compared to other denomina-
tional understandings were fleshed 
out.  These included why we practice 
intinction in the distribution of Holy 
Communion, how our Penance is 
structured the way it is, the minister 
of the Sacrament of Matrimony, and 
the decision to keep the various minor 
orders within the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders. 

The fourth presentation is to be on 
the PNCC’s place 
in Christiani-
ty.  This will de-
tail the church’s 
historical rela-
tionship to other 
denominations, 

Over the last number of weeks, Deacon 
Jim Ploskonka and Fr. Jason have put 
together a series of PowerPoint presen-
tations in order to inform or freshen up 
our parishioners on some of the main 
points of the Polish National Catholic 
Church.  

They were Wednesday evening presen-
tations, with the last one scheduled to 
take place on November 20.  The focus 
was to be on some of the aspects of the 
PNCC that makes it unique, that makes 
it something different than other Catho-
lic denominations. 

Understanding that they were week-
night presentations, it couldn’t be pos-
sible for everyone to attend.  That is 
why we made an effort to record them 
(with some technical difficulty) and are 
willing to re-present as needed.  How-
ever, we have been thrilled with the 
turnout, as it represents some 20-25% 
of our weekly Sunday attendance. 

Our first presentation was by Fr. Jason 
and was on the History of the Polish 
National Catholic Church and the his-
tory of the PNCC in the Cleveland ar-
ea.  A further, more in-depth version 
of this was done by our Prime Bishop 
and can still be found on our Future 
Directions PNCC Youtube Chan-
nel.  However, the Cleveland stuff was 
original, including the Cleveland Polish 
National Alliance’s deep impact on the 
splitting of Independent Catholic 
Churches from the Roman Dioceses in 
order to be independent and/or eth-
nic.  

The second presentation was by then 
Sub-Deacon Jim on a topic he holds 
near and dear to him- The Structure 
and Constitution of the PNCC.  His 
message focused on the democratic 
and hierarchical structure of the 
church and how decisions were made 
with Prime Bishop Hodur’s designs 

Pastor: Rev. Jason H. Soltysiak 
frjason82@gmail.com 
Cell: 216-978-6645 
Office hours– Mon 10-1, Wed 12:30-3 
 

Parish Chair: Mrs. Elaine Ploskonka 
elaineploskonka@gmail.com 
Cell: (216)536-3496 
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its ebb-and-flow in the United States 
and Canada, the break of Intercom-
munion with the Episcopal Church, the 
Union of Utrecht and the Union of 
Scranton. 

These four evenings of discussion and 
presentation were thought to cover 
much of the essence of what it means 
to truly be a Polish National Catho-
lic.  Some of the discussion was quite 
intense, such as the breaking down of 
the Sacraments while others were a bit 
more familiar, like the discussion on 
the history of the church. 

Fr. Jason’s Article (continued) 

Education is one of the most im-

portant things the church can do for 

its people, and we will continue to 

look for opportunities to continue this 

type of format in the fu-

ture.  As a parish, we offer 

School of Christian Living 

(Sunday School) for our kids 

on Sunday mornings and a 

2nd/4th Wednesday evening 

Bible Study.  Perhaps there 

is a desire for more?  A 

weekday morning Bible 

Study?  An online one?  A 

monthly lesson offered after 9am 

Mass?  Let me know, and I will happi-

ly work to fulfill the teaching ministry 

that each pastor (and each parish) is 

called to have.   Fr. Jason  

Blessing of  Animals  

know that they were part of the for-
mation of the world. May we honor 
our pets, returning that unconditional 
love they provide always for us. 

The Blessing of Animals and Pets was 
performed by Sub-Deacon Ploskonka 
and Father Jason on the Feast Day of 
St. Francis of Assis, October 4.  

This was an evening service, with the 
liturgy taking place in the parish park-
ing lot at 6:30pm.  It was one of our 
first cold days and a bit overcast, so 
our participation was a bit 
down.  However, every animal got an 
individual blessing and a nice scratch 
on the back, pat on the head or boop 
on the nose.  

Many theologians have included in 
their writings that animals were part 
of God’s salvation, and we indeed 
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National YMSofR Convention  

National Liturgical Commission  

At the 2018 General Synod of the 
Polish National Catholic Church, 
Fr. Jason was assigned by the 
Prime Bishop to serve on the Na-
tional Commission on Litur-
gy.  This group meets twice a year 
to discuss various liturgical 
matters of the church.  Liturgy is 
defined as the form of public wor-
ship at a church – so, in essence, 
the commission researches what 
is done in worship at the church. 

This may include renewal of forms 
of worship, an addition of some 
tradition long-forgotten, or com-

bining the practices of various par-
ishes and priests in order to create 
templates of proper practice going 
forward. 

The picture here was taken at the 
Prime Bishop’s chapel at the Na-
tional Church Center in Scranton, 
PA.  Fr. Jason is currently working 
on a document on “Sacramentals in 
the Church”, which are those items, 
that are not Sacraments, which 
bring us closer to God.  This can in-
clude something as broad as a 
“candle” or as specific as 
“Gregorian Water”, with the history 
and traditional practices of each 
researched and presented.  

The biennial convention of the Nation-
al United YMSofR took place October 
18-19 at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in 
Schenectady, NY. 
 
Sub-Deacon Jim Ploskonka and Chuck 
Repede attended on behalf of St. 
Mary’s own Branch #29.  Fr. Jason and 
David Micka serve on the National 
Board but were unable to attend. 
 
The National YMSofR meets every oth-
er year in a different diocese in order 
to elect officers, report on past events, 
note the successes and struggles of 
ongoing events, and set a path of plan-
ning forward into the coming years.  In 

the past number of years, they have 
implemented a National Golf Tourna-
ment, a Clothing Drive, a Men’s Spiritual 
Retreat, and promoted the 90 for 90 
drive to raise funds for Spojnia Farm. 
 
The work of each Branch of the YMSofR 
goes on back at our home parishes. Our 
Branch #29 has seen a recent re-
invigoration. We 
pray that this 
inspiration con-
tinues, in order 
that the church 
be served  by 
these men of 
conviction. 
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Special Synod of  the Polish National Catholic Church  

A Special Synod of the Polish Nation-
al Catholic Church was called for 
Friday, October 25 at St. Stanislaus 
Cathedral in Scranton, PA, beginning 
with Holy Mass at 8am. 
 
The Synod’s sole purpose was to 
elect candidates for the office of 
bishop in the PNCC.  There were 
hopes to elect two, but one would 
more than suffice.  After Mass, pray-
ers were offered to the Holy Spirit to 
enliven our time together and, after 

some nominees who did 
not accept, Very Rev. 
Jerry Rafalko of Holy 
Trinity in Kewanee, IL of 
the Western Diocese 
was elected on the first 
ballot.  He was then 
deemed to take office of 
the Western Diocese and 
will be consecrated in 
Scranton on April 30, 
2020. 
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Our final PNCC informational class 

“Our place in Christianity”, will be  

Wednesday, November 20 at 6pm.   
 

MANY THANKS 

Congratulations to Deacon James 

Ploskonka on his ordination. As noted 

in the bulletin the last few weeks, 

there will be a few changes.  Many 

thanks to all who made the day hap-

pen: from people who planned the 

meal, set up tables & chairs, cleaned, 

baked, gave a card, donated towards 

Food Ministry, prayed, sang, wor-

shipped, helped with take-down or 

anything else: it was noticed and ap-

preciated. It was a memorable day in 

the life and history of our parish. 
 

PTO BASKET RAFFLE 

Per the (wonderful) usual, the PTO 

will be sponsoring a Christmas Basket 

Raffle in the upcoming weeks.  They 

are always looking for donations – 

Please see Marge O’Connor or Deb-

bie Moritz for any suggestions or 

questions on how you can help. 
 

CLOTHING DRIVE 

The National United YMSofR once 

again is holding a clothing drive across 

the entirety of the PNCC.  Parishes 

will collect all sorts of new and previ-

ously-loved clothing and tabulate 

what was collected at the end of the 

drive.  The clothing will be donated 

locally and the results sent in to the 

Central YMSofR. We begin collecting 

today! See bulletin board for details. 
 

PARTY!!!  

Sunday, November 17, in lieu of 

SOCL, there will be a packing party 

for our Operation Christmas Child 

collection. Tomorrow is the drop-off 

day for the boxes – they will be 

blessed prior to shipping 
 

NOMINATING 

St. Mary’s is currently seeking candi-

dates to serve on the Parish Commit-

tee/Board for 2020. Please see Patty 

Temesi if interested or if you would 

like to nominate someone to serve. 

Our election meeting takes place on 

December 1st.  
 

DINNER 

A YMSofR-sponsored Advent Potato 

pancake & soup dinner takes place Dec. 6. 

Dinner is dine-in 5pm to 7pm & includes 3 

pancakes, cup of soup, side of applesauce 

& sour cream, and dessert. Cost $8. The 

YMSofR will also be hosting their annual 

soup sale. Quarts of soup will be $8 or 3 

for $20. On site will be a bake sale and a 

"basket of cheer" raffle. See any YMSofR 

member for tickets. Limited day-of ticket 

sales. ADDED: Accordion Bill is playing 

the event! 
 

FOOD COLLECTION 

During Advent, we will have a guided food 

collection.  There will be a collection table 

placed in the church, with non-perishable 

items needed to fill it! Items will then be 

donated to our local food bank, Parma 

Hunger Center, located across the street 

at Parma Lutheran church.   
 

ALL SOULS 

Envelopes may be submitted through the 

end of the week.  All remaining names will 

be read today, 11/17 or next Sunday, 

11/24. 
 

KIELBASA 

Kielbasa making takes place Saturday, De-

cember 7, which means we are taking or-

ders now! Please see our organist, Chris 

Paulus.  Price remains from last year at $5 

per pound. 

Various Announcements 

The Bishops present for the Synod’s opening Mass– L to 
R: Bp. John Swantek, Bp. Paul Sobiechowski, Bp. John 
Mack, PB. Anthony Mikovsky, Bp. Bernard Nowicki 
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November 1, 2019  

Dear Bishops, Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, Deacons and Faithful of our Holy Church, 
 

As we begin November with the Solemnity of All Saints, we have the example of all the Saints to serve as an exam-
ple for us as we continue to become more faithful disciples of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Thanks to Rev. 
Scott J. Lill for this month’s message: Following in their Footsteps.  
 
There is a beautiful 2-mile walking trail that gracefully loops around 
the little league and softball fields in the middle of our small 
town.  Wide enough for pedestrians and bicyclists to comfortably 
pass each other while exchanging greetings and sometimes much 
needed encouragement, the track is covered by soft gravel that’s 
easy on the knees even when one is ascending the mercifully de-
signed gradual slopes that make up part of the terrain.  Sections of it 
move into beautiful wooded areas, and there are even a few small 
streams that flow beside the heavily frequented pathway which, on 
days heavy with rain, sometimes spill out onto the pathway and 
cause little, easily avoided puddles.  The trail is richly adorned by a 
wonderful variety of trees which, towering above, provide the beauti-
ful blossoming of hope in the springtime, much needed shade in the 
heat of summer, and a splendid burst of color in the autumn.  It real-
ly is as idyllic as I describe, so there is little wonder that it is so heavily used by both townsfolk and visitors from 
around the greater area who make regularly scheduled use of the walking trail…during about 75% of the year. 
 
Winter here is a much different story.  The only thing that slumbers more deeply than nature itself is the collective 
motivation of the aforementioned walkers who do their best to somehow stay active inside their houses and batten 
down the hatches until late March.  Until then, our beautiful walking trail is buried under inches, and many times feet, 
of heavy snow this is still somehow driven around by the bone-chilling winds that help make our pathway pretty 
much impassable.  I learned this lesson the hard way a few years ago on a particular January 2nd, when I, as yet 
still ardently committed to my one day old resolution,  bundled up and ventured out into the cold of the early morning 
and headed down the freshly plowed street to an entry onto the walking trail.  Convinced that my boots and 2 pairs 
of thick socks would keep my feet warm and dry and somehow empower me to boldly trudge along, I drew a deep 
breath, stepped over the almost waist-high bank freshly made by the plow and right down into the almost knee-high 
snow of the pathway.  I had two immediate realizations. The first was “wow, am I an idiot,” and the second was 
“someone else has already been here this morning.”   I was amazed that the tracks of this person started at a point 
further down the path from me and then moved further up the pathway than I could see, such that I could make 
them out both behind me and in front of me. 
 
Wondering whether I should just acknowledge failure, climb back over the snowbank and skulk back home, I had to 
make a quick decision.  Still believing—although much less fervently—that this was still a tolerable idea and not 
wanting to be shown up, I decided to move ahead.  After ten incredibly challenging steps, I did what seemed most 

PNCC Future Directions Update 
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reasonable: I started walking in the footprints already made by my predecessor.  Moving ahead about another 30 
yards, each step now somewhat easier but by no means easy, I slogged along by walking where another, under the 
same difficult conditions, had walked before me with a greater degree of success than I.  Already cold and out of 
breath by then, I rationalized that this wasn’t actually a bad effort for the second day and, finding a point where I 
could more easily leave the walking trail, I rolled over the snowbank, back onto the street and headed home, giving 
one final look toward the trail that had bested me, but not the one who walked before me as evidenced by the foot-
prints moving further along than I had that day.  (I would later find out that this had been one of my parishioners and 
that both she and her dog had made it all the way around!) 
 
On the first day of this month of November, we honor all of God’s Saints.  In venerating them, we are really worship-
ping the One who called them by name and who abundantly bestowed the grace to respond and follow, whose holi-
ness radiates from within them and who now holds them up as role models for us.  In his Incarnation, his teaching 
and ministry, and Passion, Death and Resurrection, our Lord Jesus revealed Himself as the only pathway that leads 
to his Kingdom.  His Saints are the ones who have already faithfully followed Him and, in their turn, have left their 
mark, their footprints if you will, upon the life of the Church.  They have shown us what authentic, consistent disciple-
ship looks like and now they invite us to join them on the way. 
 
Sometimes it’s easier, perhaps even pleasant, to walk the way of discipleship when the conditions are favorable, sort 
of like our town’s walking trail much of the year.  But, what about when things turn gloomy out ahead of us and yet we 
are still called to follow?  What do we do when the storm clouds of life roll in heavily upon us and our families in the 
form of financial struggle or social alienation and yet the pathway is laid out before us?  What about when the chilling 
winds of persecution arise and begin to buffet against us, and we are still called to follow in the face of them?  How 
can we possibly continue when we become mired down by sickness and suffering and even death itself or when the 
pathway is blocked by our own failings or sense of unworthiness?  What can we do when we just find the journey too 
taxing and deem it impossible to carry our own crosses one more step and are on the verge of just surrendering?  It 
is especially at these times that we can look to the Saints who have faithfully journeyed with Christ, have now fin-
ished the course and have been led by Him into eternal glory.  They understand quite well the challenges of our jour-
ney, for they “are the ones who have survived the time of great distress; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the Blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). 
 
The Saints were once who we are now, and they are now who we hope to be.  They wait for us now at the end of the 
pathway, and led by the Mother of God they pray that our Lord will bestow the Gifts of the Holy Spirit needed for us to 
follow in their footsteps, obediently going as far as our Lord asks us, progressing a little further each day and perse-
vering even when the pathway is difficult to traverse.  So, let us pay them the greatest measure of veneration by em-
ulating their examples so that, in time, we may join them within the “great multitude, which no one could count, from 
every nation, race, people, and tongue….wearing white robes and holding palm branches…” and crying out “in a loud 
voice: Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb!” (7:9-10). 
 
PNCC Future Direction is on Face-
book!  Like us and follow our up-
dates on Facebook too. 
If you know of parishioners or 
friends who are not a part of our 
monthly email updates – please 
have them email us 
at FutureDirection@pncc.org to 
become a part of this important 
effort for our Holy Church. 
 
 

PNCC Future Directions Update (continued) 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=aHIQB2JgLjBJrZoNAAPQF5FJdtOer8W7echh2IkFtOgo=/aHR0cDovL2Z1dHVyZWRpcmVjdGlvbkBwbmNjLm9yZy8=/UjWuEctzFHsIrCiIzFOf8A==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%22%5d.+?)%5b%22%5d)&href_id_
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The following passage is taken from “Hodur: Sermon 

Outlines and Occasional Speeches”.  It was originally writ-

ten in Polish and preached on All Saints Day, Novem-

ber 1.  It is thought to have been preached at the par-

ish cemetery of St. Stanislaus, either having celebrated 

Mass there or previously at the Cathedral. Note the 

climate to which he speaks, and how different the mes-

sage of the church was then to what it is now.  It is a 

message of Salvation, of course, but the means by 

which it is delivered is much more harsh and direct: 

 

“For what will it profit a man, if he gain the whole 

world, but suffer the loss of his own soul” (Matthew 

16:26) 

 
Sometimes, there are such moments in the life of a 

person that nothing is alluring, nothing that is light or 

passing. Despite one’s will, serious thoughts about 

change, or death force themselves through a person’s 

soul. The world presents itself somehow strange, enig-

matic. 

 

One such moment is the evening of the Feasts of All 

Saints and All Souls.  Seemingly, it is the same time, yet 

different. And this wind rustling through lowered 

branches, and these gray clouds threading across the 

sky, and these dried leaves, and this pale moon peering 

from behind the clouds—all of this seri-

ously predisposes us, and when one 

goes to the cemetery and looks at the 

cross and the graves, then despite one’s 

will it seems to a person that some kind 

of voice is coming out of the earth and is 

calling to one: For dust you are, and into 

dust you shall return. (Genesis 3:19) 

And a cold shiver moves us. 

 

Death is an important event, the most 

important of all. Some say that they do 

not fear death...but two kinds of people 

do fear it: atheists and sinners.  The 

atheist says that there is no immortality. 

Death, to them, is the most important 

event of all. NO one will avoid the 

deathly breath of that terrible Angel of 
Destruction; young and old, learned and 

simple, healthy and sick, must yield to the relentless 

laws of death. For what is more certain than God? 

And He gave the verdict that every person must die! 

And so we must die. About each of us someone will 

say: “he lived” or “she lived.” Apparently healthy and 

strong, we bear the germ of death, because from the 

moment of birth death ceaselessly accompanies us. 

 

Even the food which we consume brings us closer to 

the grave because in this food are rotten, spoiled 

particles. We consume them and they contribute to 

our own rottenness. 

 

Uncertain is the day of our death. It is uncertain as it 

concerns us, but certain as it concerns God, because 
God marked the moment of our death from the day 

of conception. Death comes after us and reaches us. 

Suddenly, perhaps, or slowly the body stiffens and we 

will not be seeing God’s world, nor breathing nor 

folding our hands in prayer. 

 

Physical death is irrevocable, certain, although the 

day is not certain, but is spiritual death also foreor-

dained by God?  No!  Spiritual death is our own do-

ing.  God ordained a person to happiness and salva-

tion but gave him free will, and the person, thanks to 

this factor of the spirit, of this freedom, choses sin, 

crime, and what goes with them, spiritual death. 

 

Here is a girl, her father a drunk and wastrel, who 

have gone astray. Did they not know 

what they were doing? They knew, 

because they had a choice, a free 

will.  

 

Everyone is curious how our over-

seas Fatherland looks having arisen 

after 130 years of political lethargy. I 

came so unfortunately to Poland 

that I did not see either freedom or 

independence or unity, partly from 

its own fault and partly from the 

fault of foreigners.  

 

Poland is free only to a certain de-
gree. But that was to guarantee au-

tonomy to Jews, Germans, and Ru-

thenians. 

 

 Feast of  All Saints  



S T .  M A R Y ’ S  P N C C  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

November Days of  Note 

 
 

 
 
 

November 
 

1 - Brady Soltysiak 
5 - Ron Ference 
6  - Alice Petrie 
7  - Kathleen Beres 
7 - Mike Wisniewski 
11 - Mike Matis 
15 - Mary Ann Loschelder 
16 - Craig Atherton 
16  - Mike Paulus 
18 - Eileen Kasperczyk 
19 - Bill Glatzer 
21 - Krista O’Connor 
22 - Josephine Ference 
24 - Jeff Dreger 
25  - Michael Petrie 
27 - Vicente Suarez 
29 - Barb Baranowski 
29 - Eliza Dreger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November  

 
5 Vicente & Alison Suarez   
9 Marty & Sue Bengela 
28 Dale & Pattie Dotson 
 

 

“Thank You 
Lord” 

 
I thank you Lord  
for hearing me 

When I get on my knees to pray 
I thank you Lord  
every day for life 

As I go from day to day. 
 

I thank you Lord  
for your sacrifice 

When you died on the cross for me 
I once walked through life  

being blinded 
But, because of you I now can see. 

 
I thank you Lord  

for the miracles you send 
Your love, forgiveness and grace 

I thank you Lord  
for carrying me 

When I could no longer set the pace. 
 

I thank you Lord  
for lifting me 

My spirit you lift so high 
I thank you Lord  

when I'm feeling down 
'cause you give me the will to try. 

 
You gave me  

the path to eternal life 
And, only you my Lord know when 

The day I can thank you face to face 
In Jesus name, Amen.  

 
—Roger Horsch — 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Prayer List 
Please pray for these St. Mary’s parishioners: 

Bill & Pat Glatzer           Barbara Baranowski 
Bill & Joan Kastak                 Anna Dawidziuk 
Craig Atherton                  John Spilka  
Johanna Markiewicz  Mary Ann Loschelder      
Ralph & June Zaun            Len Pryer 
Marty Bengela       Tom Putynski 
Polly Gajda                    Millie Dominik 
Kathleen Beres        Louise Cygan 
Helen Budney               Bruno Tracy 
Chester & Ann Warzala          Tom Petrie 
Amy Dreger         Patti Dotson 
Elizabeth Starnawski          Jack Spilka 
Elaine Repede                         John Radon 

Please pray for our family and friends: 

Wanda Clark        Beth Chihill 
Michael Cosevin              Helen Cummings 
Laina Dachtal                        Sharon Seitz 
Jay Grabowsky        Pam Chesar 
Cecelia Hall  Caroline Kunes 
Mark & Kim Andreas                 Thomas Lill    
John & Anne Nemetz     Rhonda Smith 
Rose Neyman                       Carol Boesch 
Joanie True      Daniel Rinella 
Fr. Tom Sheha                      Tom Slomka 
Geri S.           Ben Soltesy 
Pam Tropiano            Linda Vect 
Dennis and Sue Vect      Marcus Vaughn, Jr. 
Bryson Dzuroff      Fr. Sr. Joseph Soltysiak 
Cherise Pacanovsky                    Jane Hunter 
Dennis Thome              The Finnie Family 
Carlene Fliss           Jim Fliss Jr. 
John Michalczyk                       Cathy Pieciak 
Nan Cramer                      Rose Petrosky 
Bp. John Mack        David Vaden 
Bp. John Swantek             Mary Cawley         
Richard & Edna Samelson               Jim Giles 
Wanda Heffner   Loretta Baldwin 
Donna Kidd       Paulette Lilli 
Muffie B.                               Azriel G. 
Marilyn Girard                 Courtney Austin  
Stephanie Milla               Rich Dombrowski 
Shannon Alberino                   Jayden Pieciak 
Jeremy Steinbrick   Katie Stallbaum 
Marcia Klein                        Julia Badarzynski 
George & Linda Makovicka               Julie L. 
Kelly B               Barbara B.               Julie R. 
Michael McGivern Sylvia Kowalski 
Daniel Morgan             Emma Freshwater 
Kim Penney        

WE ALSO REMEMBER 
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY   

ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN  

Visit us online at 
www.stmaryspncc.org 
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