
Recently, in the May edition of God’s 
Field, the Polish National Catholic 
Church had to reiterate, with the rec-
ommendation of the National Liturgical 
Commission and the concurrence of the 
Bishops of the PNCC, that communion 
is to be distributed solely by intiction 
and upon the tongue of the faithful. 
 

In October 2023, the same officials of 
the Church made this statement: 
“Baptized Christians who believe in the 
true presence of Christ in the Holy Eu-
charist and have prepared themselves 
through the Sacrament of Penance are 
invited to partake of this Holy Sacra-
ment. It is the practice of the PNCC to 
distribute the Holy Eucharist through 
the method of intinction. The Body of 
Christ is immersed into the Precious 
Blood and is placed on the tongue and 
not in the hand of the 
communicant. Come 
and let us be one with 
our Lord.” 
 

This article will relay 
some of the historical 
backing  behind the 
PNCC’s Eucharistic The-
ology and practices, 
including our adher-
ence to distribution of 
the Eucharist by intinc-
tion. 
 

It was in 1971, at the 
PNCC’s 13th General 

Synod in Toronto, ON Canada that the 
Church made some definitive statements 
and established strong positions on the Eu-
charist: 
 

*From the paper titled “The Liturgical Life of 
the Polish National Catholic Church”, the 
report of the PNCC National Commission on 
Liturgy: 
“It is recommended that the Eucharistic Fast 
be maintained for at least two (2) hours be-
fore receiving Holy Communion, however, 
we do not preclude the pious practice of 
fasting from midnight.”  
 

“The faithful should be instructed that they 
are privileged to receive Holy Communion 
every Sunday and Holy Day.  We also recom-
mend the practice of receiving Holy Com-
munion at Funeral and Requiem Masses.“ 
 

And finally, “Acknowledging the various 
forms of the distribution of Holy 
Communion in the Early Church, 
namely: Separately under both 
species or under both species by 
intinction or by either species 
separately – we prefer the prac-
tice of distribution of Holy Com-
munion by intinction, that is, the 
dipping of the consecrated bread 
into the consecrated wine.”  
 

I mention these things because 
this report, accepted and dis-
cussed at the synod, the highest 
governing body of the PNCC, 
showed a willingness to take on 

Pastor: Rev. Jason H. Soltysiak 
frjason82@gmail.com 
Cell: 216-978-6645 
 

Parish Chair: Mrs. Susan Boehnlein 
sboehnlein66@gmail.com 
Cell: (440) 781-7912 

A  P A R I S H  O F  T H E  W E S T E R N  D I O C E S E  O F  T H E  P O L I S H  N A T I O N A L  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

St. Mary’s of  Parma, OH Monthly Newsletter 

St. Mary’s P.N.C.C 
5375 Broadview Road 
Parma, OH 44134 
 
Office/Hall Phone: 216-661-9246 
Email: stmarypncc@sbcglobal.net 
www.stmaryspncc.org 
Like us on Facebook-St. Mary’s Parma OH 

June 2026 

Intinction   

what was a seismic change also go-
ing on in other Western Catholic 
Churches. But since these decisions 
were made 55 years ago, they need 
(as mentioned in the previous quota-
tion) a little historical context leading 
up to them. 
 

It starts with the scriptures: at the 
Last Supper, Jesus says of the bread 
“Take and eat, this is My Body” and 
of the wine “Take and drink; this is 
My Blood”. 
 

From that point, the Church has tried 
to figure out the “best way” to heed 
these immense words of Christ.  
Some different general timestamps 
exist that show “how”: up until the 
13th Century (1200’s), the faithful 
would receive Body and Blood.  But 
at the doctrine of Concomitance 
(that the entirety of the Sacrament 
of Holy Eucharist can be received in 
one species; that is Body or Blood, 
15th Century), it wouldn't be until 
the 20th Century that the faithful 
would be permitted to receive the 
Blood of Christ again. 
 

The general timeline to consider is 
that of intincton, or dipping the Body 
of Christ into the Blood of our Lord.  
It seems like it should never need to 
be mentioned, but an “intincted” 
host would never be placed in the 
hands, as this would create a situa-
tion where one’s hands would be 
saturated with the Blood of Christ 
and need a ritual/liturgical cleansing. 
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The intinction timeline is split: in the 
Eastern Church (Orthodox), intinction 
began in roughly the 7th Century and 
never left.  It was to make Communion 
more, well, communicable.  This was 
to ensure that children, the sick, and 
the elderly would have no issues in-
gesting “the sacred”.  Though I lived an 
entire life of only receiving by “our 
brand” of intinction, it still was a shock 
to go to my mother’s Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic church and receive by intinc-
tion...but via a spoon. Their practice is 
Body within the Blood, and spooned 
out into the mouth of the faithful...but 
it was “easy!” 
 

The Western (Catholic) practice shows 
a little historical back-and-forth.  The 
Body and Blood were indeed received 
separately by the faithful for the first 
few hundred years of the Early Church.  
Intinction began to appear in the 
Church in the mid 4th Century for the 
same reason as noted above in the 
Eastern Church– ease of distribution. 
But within a century, two different 
Popes condemned this practice, noting 
that Jesus instituted each species sin-
gularly. However, this did not put an 
end to various pockets of the Church 
practicing intinction.  Nor did it have 
any *necessary* bearing on the theol-

Opening Article  (cont) 

ogy of how the Sacrament is distributed.  
As long as each element is instituted 
individually, there are no worries of va-
lidity. 
 

The disagreement in administering the 
Sacrament to the faithful was a factor 
leading to the Great Schism between 
the Eastern and Western Church in 1054 
AD.  The Western Church put a nail in 
the coffin of intinction when Pope Inno-
cent III (1198-1216) declared the prac-
tice as heresy...that is, a practice that is 
a denial of what one has professed to 
believe.  
 

The recent timeline of the Roman 
Church shows that they introduced in-
tinction of the Eucharist beginning in 
the early 1970’s as a trial-of-sorts. This 
20th Century re-innovation was actually 
reflective of what was going on earlier 
in the 20th Century in various Eastern 
Catholic Churches: they, the Churches 
under Rome such as the Melkites and 
the Greek Catholic Church. They were 
distributing the Eucharist in the intinc-
tion practice that is reflective of how 
the PNCC distributes today. 
 

Where in the Roman Church that prac-
ticed mostly died out  by the late 1970’s
(until roaring back very recently), the 
PNCC kept it as the normal and required 
practice. The previous mentioned doc-
trine of concomitance remains in effect, 

especially in situations where one 
may have issues with alcohol or a glu-
ten allergy and must receive under 
one species (Body or Blood) only. 
 

The PNCC’s 1971 Synodal statements 
also brought the practice of receiving 
the Eucharist more often.  Up to that 
point, Eucharist may have been ad-
ministered monthly, or perhaps at 
Christmas and Easter...and by receive, 
it was solely the Body of our 
Lord...and it was always directly onto 
the tongue, not in the hand. 
 

And finally, the PNCC today retains its 
1971 position of a 2 hour fast before 
the receiving of Communion, unless 
medication is needed or if one has 
exceeded a particular age. 
 

As the month of June features the 
Solemnity of the Eucharist, and as our 
parish continues to Adore the Eucha-
rist monthly, may our understanding, 
knowledge, and appreciation grow in 
how we receive the very thing Christ 
tells all of us to do. 
 

Fr. Jason  

Mothers’ Day was celebrated at St. Mary’s with prayers dur-
ing our 9am Holy Mass on Sunday, May 10th.  All women of 
the parish were recalled in prayer as well as the mothers pre-
sent and our own dear mothers, be they alive in this world or 
the next. 
 

After Mass, all were invited to the Fellowship Hall where 
Branch #29 of the YMSofR worked with other men of the par-
ish to prepare a brunch and some other goodies.  All women 
received a flower and were able to “jump the line” before any 
other men could eat! 
 

Thanks to the men of the YMSofR, to Steve Fesz & Jim 
Boehnlein, and all who made the day possible. Special thanks, 
of course and forever, to our dear mothers! 

Mothers’ Day  
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The 40th Day of Easter brings 
about the Solemnity of our Lord’s 
Ascension, always taking place on 
a Thursday.   
Fr. Jim served as celebrant of our 
Ascension Day Holy Mass, as his 
ministry has him celebrating Mass 
each Thursday. Fr. Jason was seat-
ed in the Sanctuary.  God was 
praised  as the conclusion of the 
Gospel saw the removal of the 
physical image of our Lord’s Resur-
rection, the statue of the Resur-
rected Lord, and the snuffing of 
the Paschal Candle.  

Ascension Day 

On Sunday, May 3rd, Roland and 
Brady received the Sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist for the first time.  After 
a period of intense weekly study on 
Monday evenings, the boys joyfully 
received the Sacrament of the Altar 
before the congregation that has 
watched them grow from infancy to 
this next step in their journey’s of 
faith. 
 

The boys were excellent 
and serious students, 
who looked forward to 
their weekly class with 
Fr. Jason. There, they 
received a weekly lesson 
from the Catechism of 
the PNCC, a bible story 
that reflected on some-
thing we learned that 
day, and instructions on 
something they saw or 
heard in church that 
Sunday.  They were com-
petitive with each other 
in the learning process; 
not for one to be better 
than the other, but to 
make sure they both 
were excelling. 
 

First Penance was received on 
Friday, May 1st when the boys 

went to private confession. They both 
performed their penance at home in 
preparation for their big days.  May God 
continue to bless, love, envelop, and 
guide them as they grow in wisdom and 
faith. 
 
Family and friends supported them on 
their big day, which included the boys 
delivering the Sign of Peace to all the pa-
rishioners. 

1st Holy Communion  
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The month of May is devoted to the Blessed 
Mother and the Patroness of our parish, St. 
Mary.  For this reason, we take the extra time 
to worship and adore her Son Jesus while 
offering fitting praise to God for the gift of 
Mary. 
 

Our devotions consist of the Litany of the 
Blessed Mother, also known as Litany Loreto.  
Our “version” in the Polish National Catholic 

Church that we use is from many years ago that 
doesn’t include contemporary “additions” but re-
tains the traditional titles and ways to honor Mary.  
For those praying at home – check your PNCC 
prayerbooks (or ask Fr. Jason for a new one – he 
loves to give prayerbooks away). 
 

The devotions also include the exposition and bene-
diction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. As St. 
Mary’s has made a pledge to make the Sacrament 
available for Adoration monthly through 2026, this 
is how we were to adore throughout the month of 
May, this time on a weekly basis. 

Marian Devotions 

Fr. Jason traveled with a number of clergy 
from the Polish National Catholic Church to 
St. Louis, MO for the annual meetings of the 
Dialogue between the Polish National Catho-
lic Church and the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

The meetings took place May 12 & 13 at the 
Archdiocesan center of St. Louis.  Amongst 
the topics discussed were the expansion of 
those serving on each denomination’s side 
of the Dialogue, a review of last meeting’s 
statement on the Eucharist, and 
much information shared on the 
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.  
 

The group attended Holy Mass cele-
brated by Arch-Bishop Mitchell 
Rozanski at the Archdiocesan Center 
on Tuesday, while a trip was made 
on Wednesday to the Basilica of St. 
Louis, King of France, the original 
Cathedral of St. Louis.  There, the 
group celebrated the Benediction 
and Exposition of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament together.  
 
An article on the meetings from the Arch 
Diocese of St. Louis can be found below: 
 
https://www.stlouisreview.com/story/
dialogue-between-roman-catholic-polish-
national-catholic-churches-remains-
strong/  
 

Dialogue Meetings  
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Congregants descended on the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Cemetery 
at 10am on Monday, May 25 
2026 for our Memorial Day 
prayer service. 
 
Fr. Jason Soltysiak and Fr. Jim 
Ploskonka shared the lead of 
the service, with Fr. Jim offering 
the readings and blessing and 
Fr. Jason leading the rest as 
well as offering the homily.   
 
It was an interesting, chilly, 

foggy, soaked-but-not raining 

morning together. God was 

praised as we exercised our 

patriotic duty to remember 

those deserving of remem-

brance before going about our 

Memorial Day. May God contin-

ue to bless our nation! 

Memorial Day 

The great Solemnity of Pentecost, 50 days 
after the Resurrection and the birthday of 
the church, was celebrated robustly at St. 
Mary’s on Sunday, May 24th. 
 

A few new altar paraments were aided by 
the sea of red that took over the pews to 
truly celebrate the presence of the Holy 

Spirit. Pentecost tells how the Holy Spirit, 
the 3rd person of the Blessed Trinity de-
scended not only upon the apostles, but all 
disciples and visitors at that first Pentecost.  
The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of 
how the Holy Spirit was extended freely to 
believers, fulfilling that prophecy years earli-
er from John the Baptist in the Gospel of 

Pentecost & Wreath Blessing Luke, chapter 3 verse 16, that we will be 
baptized not only by water but “with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire.” 
 

As it was Memorial Day Weekend,  the 
blessing of our patriotic wreath closed Holy 
Mass.  It is offered by The Polish Legion of 
American Veterans, Lt. Col. Matt Urban 
Post #164, out of Warren, Ohio,  
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The final class for the St. Mary’s School of Chris-
tian Living took place on Sunday, May 24th.  
Barb Bogzevitz led our children through the 
year of study once again with wisdom, poise, 
and leadership.   
 

On Sunday, May 31st, the closing exercises for 
SOCL were celebrated during the Prayers of the 
Faithful at 9am Holy Mass.  There, Fr. Jason 
called forward “Miss Barb” to present her with 
all the love owed to her for 
many decades of teaching.  
For the past half-century 
plus, very few Sunday 
School students came 
through St. Mary’s without 
having Barb as teacher or 
superintendent of the SOCL.  
 

She relayed her desire to 

retire from teaching Sunday School, saying 
“I’m _ _ years old, it is about time”.  For 
her time, we are incredibly thankful! 
Barb called forward her students and pre-
sented certificates to each one, as well as 
a gift.   
 

After Mass, cake and presentations were 
made to Barb , our students, as well as our 
high school graduate Damion and our col-
lege graduate Marzena. 

Closing of  SOCL 
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CANON –Today, and for all of June, we 
use the 1st Eucharistic Prayer on p. 77. 
 

PARISH SURVEY – FINAL CALL SUNDAY 
June 7 Please drop any unfinished sur-
veys in the bin near Fr. Jason’s office 
door. Many of them have been tabulat-
ed and a path forward in worship is to 
be considered and/or implemented, 
thanks to your honesty and willingness 
to consider those portions of your spir-
itual life.  
 

MASS PRELUDE – We will have our or-
ganist play a bit of an instrumental prior 
to the beginning of Holy Mass.  Please 
consider this as a call to quiet and pray-
er, allowing you, the worshipper, to 
"calm your heart and mind" as you pre-
pare for worship.   
 

CLOSING OF SOCL – Congrats again to 
our kids for an academic year of hard 
work and of improving before God and 
before the wonderful Mrs. Barb.  Barb 
Bogzevitz has been teaching children at 
St. Mary’s with the same love Jesus had 
for his apostles- and she is ready to 
move on after a storied career in volun-
teering to teach our kids. We honored 
her last week at and after 9am Holy 
Mass. Thank you to the PTO and the par-
ish for supporting and honoring her life-
long ministry to the education of our 
beloved children. 
 

SACRED VOCATIONS – June is Sacred 
Vocations Month. Please consider dona-
tion to the Clergy Pension Fund to hon-
or our clergy for their dedication to 
church and their parishioners.  Pray for 
your priest, your bishop, and any other 
clergy in your life.  Spend time in prayer 
for more vocations from within our 
Polish National Catholic Church.  Fr. Ja-
son will begin each Holy Mass with a 
prayer for Vocations. 
 

HONOR A FATHER– Acknowledge or 
remember our Fathers, lay or clergy, for 
their dedication to us and at the same 
time provide some much-needed sup-
port ($25 minimum) to the PNCC Clergy 
Pension Fund, 1006 Pittston Ave Scran-
ton, PA 18505.  Include in your donation 
the man or men you choose to prayer-
fully remember.   
 

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY – June 7 is 
the “Sunday within the Octave of Cor-
pus Christi. The Love of God Sodality has 
dressed the 4 altars and the congrega-
tion will be instructed on the participa-
tion in this Eucharistic procession. May 
we praise Thee and adore Thee! 
 

MEN’S RETREAT- The 2026 Men’s Spir-
itual Retreat takes place June 17-20 at 
Spojnia Farm in Waymart, PA. The 
theme is “Broken Chains”. The cost is 
$175 for 3 nights/4 days and transporta-
tion is provided. See Fr. Jason with ques-

Various Announcements 

Scheduled Mass Intentions at St. Mary’s  
 

June 7 – Joan Spilka (wedding anniversary) of. by husband John Spilka  
June 14 — Frank Satola of. by daughter Barb Bogzevitz   
June 21 – Len Pryer of. by daughter Evonne Pryer   
June 28– Elaine Tiffe of. by son Jeffery Tiffe   
 

July 5– Bp. Jan & Anna Dawidziuk; Boleslaw & Wanola Fedorowicz; Janina 
Starnawska & Wojciech Fedorowicz of. by Zbigniew & Elizabeth Starnawski  
July 12 — Gary Bogzevitz of. by brother Bruce Bogzevitz   
July 19 – Open Intention  
July 26– Eva Lelewicz Wisniewski (27th An.) of. by Michael & Barbara Wisniewski  
 

There are only five Sunday Masses open for intentions for the rest of 2026: July 19; 
August 23; September 6, 13, 27. See Fr. Jason to schedule.  

tions – Last call! 
 

JUNE 14 – The PNCC honors the Sacra-
ment of the Word of God with a Solem-
nity bearing its name as well as a bit of 
extra liturgy to give the Sacrament its 
proper dignity. 
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT –  The 2026 Unit-
ed YMSofR Golf Tournament will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2026 at 
Sleepy Hollow Golf Course and its infa-
mous 19-hole course in Greenfield 
Township, PA near Scranton. Cost is 
$125 per golfer. See inside cover of 
Newsletter. 
 

KURS CAMP – United YMS of R National 
youth encampment takes place July 4-
11. The Most Rev. Prime Bishop Antho-
ny Mikovsky will be celebrating Mass at 
11am on July 4th. Open to all. Inde-
pendence Day Picnic celebration to fol-
low, featuring all sorts of Polish and 
American foods.    
  

YOUTH CONVO/RETREAT - takes place 
in Jaffrey, NH August 3-7. if any children 
are interested, please see to Fr. Jason. 
 
 

ADORATION – We continue our month-
ly adoration of the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment.  May offered weekly liturgies 
honoring the Blessed Virgin where the 
Eucharist is adored.  In June, a focused 
hour-long adoration returns at 11am on 
June 12th.  
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June Days of  Note 

 
 
 

June Birthdays 
 

3rd  –   Wiler Ploskonka 
6th   –   Bridgette Dotson 
7th –   Mitch Ploskonka 
7th –   Darleen Janke 
12th –   Madi Ference 
18th  –   Elizabeth Starnawski 
26th –   Mary Ann Kasperczyk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June Anniversaries 

2nd    —   Mark & Cathy Avondet  
7th     —   John & Eileen Kasperczyk 
12th —   Bill & Pat Glatzer 
18th —   Mitch & Sarah Ploskonka 
19th —   Paul & Jennifer LeMassena 
22nd —   Bill & Wendy Zychowski  
25th —   Fr. Jason & Natalie Soltysiak 
27th —   Bruce & Barbara Bogzevitz 
30th —   Jim & Eileen Matteson 
 
Have we missed a birthday or anni-
versary?  Just give us a shout so we 
can fix any errors that have been 
made :-) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Hoc est enim  

corpus meum” 
 

“For this is my body” 
 

A poem on Corpus Christi 
 

 

“This is my body”, 
Not just my soul, 
or my divinity, 
to lo and behold. 

Adore my humanity completely, 
it is what I happen to leave thee. 
Adore me as a man evenly, 
love me as the lesser one of these. 

This is a last lesson taught, 
just love one another, 
For this the Father his Son brought, 
Rejoice, you my sister and my brother. 

Concrete existence 
life as it is 
not solely the essence 
is what I dig. 

Of men, the most beautiful, 
I am said to be. 
But no one more marred 
in appearance and form, than me. 

Learn to find beauty 
behind the veil or cloud 
where a strain of humanity 
could still be found. 

 

• @jonasbigfish.wordpr
ess.com—June 2019 

 
 
 

Our Prayer List 
Praying for St. Mary’s Parishioners & Friends 

Bill & Pat Glatzer                      Bob Kaczmarek 
Bill Kastak                     Gail Perz 
George Makovicka                          John Spilka  
Johanna Markiewicz                    Patrick Kmitt 
Eddie Kawa             Lucy-Louise Hoegler 
Marty Bengela         Tom Putynski 
Jeff Pardy                        Millie Dominik 
Kathleen Beres          Mike Paulus 
Donna Micka                         Ron Ference 
Ed Pierson       George Bennett 
Florence Nemkovich        Pattie Dotson 
Nicole McGivern              Jack Spilka 
Elaine Repede                         David Vaden 
Wanda Clark             Beth Chihill 
Michael Cosevin                  Helen Cummings 
Laina Dachtal               Michael McGivern 
Jay Grabowsky       Carmen Torres 
Cecelia Hall      Caroline Kunes 
Linda Marks                       Thomas Lill    
John & Anne Nemetz       Rhonda Smith 
Al Piniecki           Carol Boesch 
Joanie True         Daniel Rinella 
Penny Dennison                           Tom Slomka 
Pete James             Tom Pietka 
Pam Tropiano              Linda Vect 
Dennis and Sue Vect        Marcus Vaughn, Jr. 
Bryson Dzuroff                  Sue Simenc 
Doreen Stanley                   Jane Hunter 
Dennis Thome                 The Finnie Family 
Carlene Fliss              Jim Fliss Jr. 
Ramon Torres          Cathy Pieciak 
Nan Cramer                 Jim Lukas 
Sage McLane             Dave Tuma     
Phil Repko         Shyanna Tiller 
Jim Giles            Kathleen Sobocinski  
Bill Zychowski     Loretta Baldwin 
Donna Kidd           Paulette Lilli 
Joseph Zubel             Margaret & Lew Heifner 
Marilyn Girard                    Courtney Austin  
Stephanie Milla                Shannon Alberino                   
Jayden Pieciak           Joyce Zeigler 
Sam Bass      Katie Stallbaum 
Marcia Klein                                    Kim Penney 
Laurie Slominski  Amanda Monyak 
Roseanne & George Ziefle             Judy Alexin 
Connie Benko                   Joe Litto 
Tammy Knotek                Diane Ellis 
Kenneth Parks                     John Beno 
Rev. Greg Gronn            Toni Colwell 

WE ALSO REMEMBER 
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY   

ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN  
           Bless them, O Lord.  
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