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Cleaning Dishes?

As one who celebrates Holy Mass most
days of the week as well as studies his-
tory and intricacies of it, | sometimes
am hit with something while cele-
brating Mass that tells me “I should
write about this”.

Most Catholics, and | am sure most of
our parishioners, would agree that the
“reason” or “favorite” part of Mass is
either the homily or receiving Commun-
ion. The homily, because at its best it
can move one to greater understanding
of the Divine, and Communion, be-
cause, well, receiving what Christ com-
manded us to is the real crux of our re-
lationship with Him and His Church.

Depending on where one sits in the
pew is often the order which one re-
ceives Communion. Up front, people
generally receive earlier than those in
back. We have been taught that upon
reception of Communion, we are to
return to our pew and offer a prayer of
Thanksgiving...and then what? For

u
those who have received early, there is
some serious time to pass where others
are receiving Communion and then...
kinda nothing seems to happen. The

choir plays a nice hymn, and the priest,
well, cleans the dishes.

*They are not dishes* They are indeed
the sacred vessels, consecrated by a bish-
op for the use in Holy Mass to consecrate
simple bread and wine into the Body &
Blood of Christ. Itis because of this spe-
cial designation and liturgical action done
by a bishop to these otherwise unspec-
tacular precious metaled “cups and
plates” that they receive special treat-
ment.

After the Sacrament is reserved in
the tabernacle, the celebrant con-
sumes what is left of the Precious
Blood of Christ in the chalice. He
then offers the chalice to receive
some unblessed, unconsecrated
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other vessels. Before he ablutes (a
special word for liturgical cleaning)
the sacred vessels, he must do so to
his mouth, which had received a high
“volume” of the Sacrament. Volume
is the reason the celebrant ablutes
his mouth and others from the con-
gregation do not.

It also goes along with what you may
have learned, to let the sacrament
“melt away” in your mouth, rather
than chew it and get stuck to your
teeth. | can say that the composition
of the smaller hosts do “melt away”,
even if chewed, as opposed to the
larger celebrant host, which must be
chewed.

In the PNCC, priests are instructed to
abide by an ancient and reverent
practice of keeping our index finger
and thumb together once the bread
has been consecrated to Body. It is
at the second ablution, the pouring
of the wine and water from the cru-
ets upon our fingers and into the
chalice, that we may now unclasp
them.
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Opening Article (cont)

This is because Christ is physically
present in every particle that may
have broken off of the Sacred Host
or in any drop of Precious Blood
that may remain still in the chalice.
The wine and water is then passed
from the chalice to each sacred ves-
sel, with the celebrant making sure
that any particles are adjoined to
the abluting mixture of wine and
water, finally returned to the chal-
ice, and therefore, any and all of the
particles of the Body and Blood of
Christ is consumed. The celebrant
then wipes every vessel clean with
the Purificator, that is, the white

All Souls

The Commemoration of All Souls
begins a month of devoted prayer
at St. Mary’s. Each Sunday morn-
ing Mass indeed begins with a rec-
itation of submitted names of the
departed members of the parish,
as well as departed clergy from St.
Mary’s and bishops of the Polish
National Catholic Church.

A service of remembrance was
held on Sunday, November 2" at
11am at the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Cemetery on W. 54" Street.
There, a service remembering de-
parted parents, family, clergy, ser-
vicemen and women, and friends

cloth that is present in the presenta-
tion of the chalice and paten before
Mass begins. If a deacon is present,
the celebrant may step aside and let

the deacon clean everything and return

them to the credence table.

All of this reverently...watch the care-
fulness with which the celebrant — no
matter the parish you are attending —
addresses the sacred vessels after
Communion. It takes a bit of time be-
cause of our reverence for the gift of
Christ’s Body and Blood, and how we
are to be caretakers of this gift for His
people.

The prayer spoken at this time height-

was held, with the graves of the departed

subsequently blessed.

A month of public and private prayer con-

cluded with Holy Mass celebrated on

Tuesday, November 25 with the reading
of the entire prayer list at the conclusion
of Holy Mass. Thank you to all who sub-

ens it, and are indeed the only words
spoken by the celebrant after the Sac-
rament is reserved: “Lord, may | pos-
sess with a pure heart that which |
have taken as food, and may the Gift |
have received bring me healing and
strength now and forever.”

This is a version of an ancient prayer,
once prayed by all the people who
received Communion. It reminds us
that we receive Communion, “now”,
as a gift, but the Sacrament’s grace
and highest purpose are to take care
of us “forever;” that is, to take us out
of the realm of time and now, and

take care of us for eternity. Fr. Jason

mitted your loved ones for prayer—
The entirety of the list is used

throughout the year for prayer by the
clergy.

You say in your book that

while we live,
we are able to pray

for each other

but afterwards, when we

have died,

the prayer of no person
for another, can be heard.
But if the Apostles and
Martyrs, while still in the
body, can pray for others,
at a time, when they
ought still
to be solicitous, about
themselves,
how much more will they
do so,

after their crowns,

victories and triumphs!?
r

St Jerome (343-420)
Father and Doctor of the Church
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Chili Cook-off CHILI

were: 1 st Q- Chuck Repede; 2nd & 3 rd Q- _
The annual YMSofR Chili Cookoff takes place Rose & Paul Kazinetz; 4th Q- Mike COOKOFF
each autumn...always careful to avoid a Cleve- Wisniewski. On behalf of YMSofR Branch
land Browns home game! The event was en- #29, congratulations to all!

joyable as usual, with all types of chili and ac-
coutrements! Our two winners for the cook off We finished with enough time for every-
were Barb Wisniewski and Trish Karabowicz. one to run home and enjoy the Browns, as
Also, our winners for the Football squares two point favorites, take on the lowly Jets,
& who had just traded
away their two best
players earlier in the
week. However, anoth-

gr Chili C<.)okof'f tradi- "}.KE;EH\L\
| tion continued as the COOK-OFF

""Q Iocals once again (for a WINNER!
12" year out of 13 Fr.
Jason has been at St.
Mary’s) the Browns lost
on chili day!

Lunch Fellowship

An open invitation was sent out to the parish for those availa-
ble to meet for lunch at noon on Thursday, November 20th at
Bucca di Beppo in Strongsville. There was a hearty turnout to
enjoy some hearty ltalian food together. We had too many
people to fit in our originally reserved room, what a blessing!
There will be other lunch events announced on a monthly (or
near monthly) basis.

Blanket Ministry

The blanket ministry of St. Mary’s was in ™0

action in the month of November, with &8 “g &@
two of the ministry’s created blankets ¢ X .
blessed after 9am Mass on November 9th. Pra er
Parishioners were called to lay his or her : @-

hands upon them after Fr. Jason offered AV B(»anhet

God’s blessing, infusing them with that
beautiful strength that comes in prayer.

Mln(s{ry i,
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Josephine at 102

almost her entire family come to be _
v Ann Womer Benjamin, mayor of Auro-

Our “parish matriarch” Josephine with her, celebrating for hours at her o . )

Ference turned 102 years old on rehab center (for those who would like "% €@™M€ to visit Josephlne. and deliver
Saturday, November 22nd! She to drop a note: Avenue at Aurora, 425 a pr.oclama‘uon fron*_n the city, aﬁldmc.)wl-
celebrated inall sorts of ways- Fr. s Chillicothe Rd. Aurora, OH 44202), @088 and celebrating her 102 birth-

day. She made special mention of Jo-
On Sunday, the parish recorded a Hap- sephine’s role during World War Il as a
py Birthday and Sto Lat video message real life “Rosie the Riveter”.
that she sincerely enjoyed and

watched repeatedly. Finally, Mayor
On the day of her birthday, she had day week!

YOU'VE BEEN LYVED F*R

102 EARS

Jason came out Friday before her
birthday to offer prayers, bring Holy
Communion, and catch her up on

the happenings at St. Mary’s Now that is how to celebrate a birth-

103,611,200
U TSI MINUTES 9 wd g/
Thanksgiving 2025

As Americans across the country
broke bread and poured gravy on
the wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday,
a number of the faithful of St.
Mary’s joined together to offer their
own thanks at Holy Mass.

Thursday, November 27th at 10am
for those who stopped for this time
of prayer before headed to their
homes for a day of football, feasting,
and thanks. We continually appreci-
ate Fr. Jim’s ministry to the people

of God here at St. Mary’s.
Thanksgiving Day Mass was cele-

brated by Rev. Jim Ploskonka on

Food Ministry

A donation was made to the Food Ministry
as an addendum in response to the govern-
ment shutdown. Take-home bags were
prepared and filled by a parish family and
donated to Rev. Jim Ploskonka, overseer of
St. Mary’s Food Ministry. They have been
distributed, as-needed, and there will be an
open distribution as the holidays approach.

Religious Response
to Hunger
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1st Sunday of Advent

The 1st Sunday of Advent brings forth
all sorts of change on the church cal-
endar, and the first few moments of
our time in church is emblematic of it.

The liturgy on Sunday, November 30™
began at 9am, but at the side altar of
St. Joseph the Workman. There, the
Advent Wreath was blessed, its circle
and candles representing time in an-
ticipation of the coming of the Savior
of the World. Each candle roughly
represented 1000 years, while the
circle ring that holds the candle repre-
sents eternity, which we pray with
faith when we say “as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end!”

The first candle was then lighted, with
Brady offering a reading for Hope, the

1st Communion Class

theme of the first Sunday of Advent.
Brady and Fr. Jason stepped aside,
and Fr. Greg Gronn offered a blessing
over the oplatki, the Christmas wa-
fers many of our people share at
their Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day dinners. We also keep some to
share at our parish Christmas cele-
bration.

It was then that we finally began the
celebration of Holy Mass, celebrated
in blue which indeed indicates the
anticipation we have this Advent
Season.

These two studious young men meet with Fr. Jason for an hour
each Monday night during Choir Rehearsal. They are a few
months in and working toward their first Penance and first Ho-
ly Communion in the springtime. May God’s blessings be upon
them!
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From the Parish Chair

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The Board of Directors (Barb Wisniewski, John Spilka, Elaine Repede, Chuck Repede, Stella Pietka, Tom Kugler, Steve
Fesz, Josephine Ference, Ron Ference, Carol D’Arcy, Jim Boehnlein, Cathy Avondet) and the Executive Officers (Patty
Temesi, Cherie Kugler, Pattie Dotson, Mike Wisniewski, Gene Stepanik) have upheld our duties, responsibilities and more
as outlined in the Constitution and Laws of the Polish National Catholic Church.

The Board made a motion to initiate a Financial Plea to boost the operating bank account. Fr. Jason composed a candid
letter explaining our financial needs to church members and friends of the church. The campaign had a positive impact
on St. Mary’s finances.

Many years ago, when | was a director, | asked the then Chair if St. Mary’s depends on fundraisers to support itself. The
answer was and is “yes”. St. Mary’s depends on the income from fundraisers to sustain our church. While | firmly believe
in promoting fundraisers to the community we need your help with preparation, participation and clean-up:

e Polka Party — much appreciation to Steve Fesz for his leadership in planning and coordinating the highly suc-
cessful Polka Party at St. Sava’s Picnic Grove, featuring entertainment by Jodie Maddie and Uptown Sounds. We
also extend gratitude to parishioners for their dedication in making pierogi, assisting with set-up and clean-up,
and support of this event.

e PLAV Convention - Pattie Dotson and Barb Wisniewski organized the menu and food for the National Polish
Legion of American Veterans convention, which St. Mary’s hosted for the second time. In addition to the rental of
our facility and paying for a catered meal four of the PLAVs made significant donations to St. Mary’s.

e We hosted a pierogi dinner in the Spring — organized by Cathy Avondet and Elaine Ploskonka.

e Holy Hotcakes breakfast — organized by Steve Fesz, Jim Boehlein and Tom Kugler.

e Two Trunk Sales with bake sales — thank goodness for our excellent bakers because the weather did not co-
operate this year.

e Skip-A-Night “no dinner out” fundraiser (replaces the Dine-Out fundraiser)

e We have two parish fundraisers finishing out 2025 — The Cookie Sale (December 13) and the sale of Kolaczki.

The Board voted to have the parking lot patched and the front steps fixed. Jack Amburgey made arrangements with
Buckeye Surfacing to patch, seal and stripe our parking lot. Pattie Dotson called on her contacts at TRW who gave us a
very attractive price on the repair, cleaning and sealing of the front steps. Both projects need yearly cleaning and sealing.

Cathy Avondet leads a team of gardening volunteers who keep St. Mary’s grounds looking spectacular. Always looking
for more help.

Much appreciation to Carlos Cancel (and the Torres family) for covering the cost of the repairs to the Fellowship Hall
floor: Tom and Cherie Kugler for replacing the lights in the Fellowship Hall with LED bulbs; Gene Stepanik for repairing
the lighting on the front sign.

Jim Boehnlein and Steve Fesz installed a new sign, designed by Chuck Repede, in the space left by the removal of the old
St. Mary’s sign on the front steps facing the corner of Broadview Road and Wexford Avenue.

We celebrated with 110th Anniversary of St. Mary’s during the national YMSofR Convention with a visit by Prime Bishop
Anthony Mikovsky. Several priests were in attendance along with many participants of the YMSofR convention. A potluck
dinner was enjoyed by about 70 attendees. Thank you.

There were many other acts of kindness, donations of time, talent, expertise, treasure, and more throughout the year.
The parish organizations also added so much to the mission and purpose of St. Mary’s. Thank you all for your support in
2025. | wish you a very happy and healthy 2026.

Susan Boehnlein
Chair
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Various Announcements

CANON -Today, and for December, we
use the 5" Prayer on p. 92.

TAKE-HOME WIGILIA/WILIA — We are
taking orders for our Wigilia Dinner, pre-
pared by our loving volunteers. Please
consider ordering this meatless meal
for, or as a supplement, to your Christ-
mas Eve Meal. Please see a flyer.

IN MEMORIAM - Tuesday, December
2nd, a memorial Mass took place at
11am at St. Mary's for Rose Ann (Rosy)
Dearth. Rosy was the sister of Cathy
Avondet (Mark). She was interred on
Saturday in the Holy Cross Cemetery in
Brook Park. This past Wednesday even-
ing, Dee Mora, mother of Cherie Kugler
(Tom) passed away at home. Her funeral
Mass will be held at St. Mary's Tuesday
Dec. 9th at Noon. We sorrow for the
loss of these beloved women. Eternal
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may
perpetual light shine upon them.

FOOD MINISTRY The St. Mary’s Food
Ministry has served over 33,000 meals
since it began, including over 5,500
meals this year alone. Each week we
provide hot meals on Wednesday for
those in need. The cost of one meal ser-
vice is approximately $125, and we in-
vite you to prayerfully consider sponsor-
ing a meal during this season of giving.
As Scripture teaches: “For | was hungry

and you gave Me food...” (Matthew
25:35). A gift may be made in memory
or honor of a loved one or offered anon-
ymously. Please contact Father Jason if
you would like to help us continue this
vital ministry of mercy.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS — Might you
want to nominate someone to serve on
the Parish Committee for 2026? Reach
out to Fr. Jason, who is gathering nomi-
nations and potential returnees to par-
ish elected positions. One must be a
member for at least one year and in
good standing (spiritual and financial)
with the church to be eligible. Election
of Officers meeting takes place after
9am Mass Sunday December 14™.

WORD OF GOD STUDY - the Western
Diocese’s Word of God Study has begun
on Handel’s Messiah, a bible study by
Stephen J. Binz. It takes place online via
Zoom. Classes are Dec. 9, & 16.

SOCK TREE- Has been planted in the
back of the church, in “Mary’s Corner”.
Please bring NEW socks that will be
attached to the tree, along with new
mittens and hats. Thank you for your
support!

COOKIE SALE — takes place December
13th. A quick reminder to bakers that an
ingredient list (just a list, not amounts)
is needed to be submitted to Susan B.

Scheduled Mass Intentions at St. Mary’s

Dec 7 - Stella & Jack White of. by daughter Patty Temesi
Dec 14 — Bernie Ewanko (55th Anv.) of. by daughter Cathy Avondet
Dec 21- Departed members of the Blatnik family of. by the Repede

family

per the health department. This can be
done asap, but if you have submitted in
previous years, this is not needed.

ZTA PHILANTHROPY DONATIONS

Marzena is soon completing her term
of leadership as Director of Philanthro-
py of her sorority at Baldwin Wallace
University and is looking for any final
donations our laypeople would like to
donate to support their mission of
Breast Cancer Awareness & Education
as well as helping women and anyone
fighting Breast Cancer. Please see the
QR code posted downstairs; Marzena is
also accepting cash donations after
Mass in the Fellowship Hall and could
happily provide any further needed
information.

CLOTHES COLLECTION — The collection
bin for the YMSofR Clothing Drive is set
up for your donations: the drive runs
through December and concludes Sun-
day, January 11",

OPLATKI- Is blessed and placed on St.
Joseph’s Altar. You may take however
much you want — we just ask that you
leave a donation in the basket. Since it
is a blessed item, you are to use all of
what you take and not throw any away.

FOOD COLLECTION- Please continue to
bring in single-serve food items!

Dec 28— Len & Hanna Pryer (Wedding Anv.) of. by daughter Evonne Pryer

Jan 4- Open Intention
Jan 11 — Open Intention
Jan 18 — Open Intention
Jan 25- Open Intention

Fr. Jason is now scheduling Mass intentions for 2026— 20 Sundays reserved, open
next 6 months: All January; Feb. 8 & 22; Mar. 8, 22, 29; May 3, 10, 24, 31
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December Days of Note
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December Birthdays

1 Nick Paulus

7 Michele Hess

8 Dale Dotson, Sr.
8 Bill Zychowski

10 Joan Edington
17 David P. Micka

18 Steven Wisniewski
19 Ethan Long
20 Jessica Moritz

22 John Dankanich
24 Dale Dotson, Jr.

24 Susan Boehnlein
25 Eileen Matteson
27 Paul LeMassena
29 Halina Dreger— Tamilio

31 Jack Spilka
December Anniversaries
= \;\\
None listed!

Have we missed a birthday or anniver-
sary? Just give us a shout so we can

fix any errors that have been made :-) By Saint John of the Cross (1542-1591)
We also will be going around the Fel-
lowship Hall in the coming weeks

looking to update parish information

Subscribe to our

You([TT) Channel

ST. MARY’'S PNCC MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

“Advent Poem”

In honor of the November 30-

Our Prayer List

Praying for St. Mary’s Parishioners & Friends

December 24 2025 Advent Season

If you want,

the Virgin will come walking down the road

pregnant with the Holy and say,

“I need shelter for the night.

Please take me inside your heart,
my time is so close.”

Then, under the roof of your soul,
you will witness the sublime intimacy,
the divine, the Christ,

taking birth forever,

as she grasps your hand for help,
for each of us is the midwife of God,
each of us.

Yes, there,

under the dome of your being,

does creation come into existence eternally,

through your womb,

dear pilgrim,

the sacred womb of your soul,
as God grasps our arms for help:
for each of us

is His beloved servant never far.
If you want,

the virgin will come walking down the street,

pregnant with Light, and sing!

Bill & Pat Glatzer

Bill Kastak

George Makovicka
Johanna Markiewicz
Volodymyr

Marty Bengela

Jeff Pardy

Kathleen Beres
Donna Micka

Ed Pierson

Florence Nemkovich
Nicole McGivern
Elaine Repede
Wanda Clark
Michael Cosevin
Laina Dachtal

Jay Grabowsky
Cecelia Hall

Linda Marks

John & Anne Nemetz
Al Piniecki

Joanie True

Penny Dennison
Pete James

Pam Tropiano
Dennis and Sue Vect
Bryson Dzuroff Fr.
Doreen Stanley
Dennis Thome
Carlene Fliss
Josephine Ference
Nan Cramer
Sage Mclane
Phil Repko

Jim Giles

Bill Zychowski
Donna Kidd
Joseph Zubel
Marilyn Girard
Stephanie Milla
Jayden Pieciak
Sam Bass
Marcia Klein
Laurie Slominski

Roseanne & George Ziefle

Connie Benko
Matthew Penney
Kenneth Parks

Bob Kaczmarek
Gail Perz
John Spilka
Patrick Kmitt
Lucy-Louise Hoegler
Tom Putynski
Millie Dominik
Mike Paulus
Ron Ference
George Bennett
Pattie Dotson
Jack Spilka
David Vaden
Beth Chihill
Helen Cummings
Michael McGivern
Pam Chesar
Caroline Kunes
Thomas Lill
Rhonda Smith
Carol Boesch
Daniel Rinella
Tom Slomka
Tom Pietka
Linda Vect
Marcus Vaughn, Jr.
Sr. Joseph Soltysiak
Jane Hunter
The Finnie Family
Jim Fliss Jr.
Cathy Pieciak
Jim Lukas
Dave Tuma
Shyanna Tiller

Kathleen Sobocinski

Loretta Baldwin
Paulette Lilli

Margaret & Lew Heifner

Courtney Austin
Shannon Alberino
Joyce Zeigler
Katie Stallbaum
Kim Penney
Amanda Monyak
Judy Alexin

Joe Litto

Diane Ellis

WE ALSO REMEMBER
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY
ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN
Bless them, O Lord.

N
e



