
The second is the statue of the 

Resurrected Christ.  As Catholics, 

our statuary is a great source of 

devotion and meaning.  Most 

parishes have during Good Fri-

day and Holy Saturday a tomb 

on display, featuring the statue of 

a reposed (dead) Christ.  The 

Statue of the Resurrected Christ 

carried in procession and promi-

nently put on display in the Sanc-

tuary shows quite visually Jesus 

overcoming death.  

As Easter 2016 has come and con-

tinues to be celebrated, I wanted to 

answer a question posed to me on 

Easter Sunday as well as offer 

some ruminations on this most im-

portant holiday of our church year. 

Our question answered this month is 

relative to our season and celebra-

tion: why do we process around the 

church the way we do for Easter 

Sunday? 

It is as timeless as anything else in 

the churchñOn Easter Morning, the 

Celebrant reveals to the congrega-

tion the empty tomb, blesses it, 

prays and chants.  After gloryifying 

God, the processional hymn òCome 

Rejoice, The Lord is Risen!/Wesoly 

nam dzis dzien nastaló is intoned 

and weõre off! 

The intricacies of the Easter Proces-

sion lie in what is processed and 

how the procession takes place. 

In a parish, the 3 symbols of the 

Resurrection are assigned at the 

beginning of the liturgy.  The first is 

the Crucifix òdraped with a red 

stole to signify the eternal priest-

hood of Christ.  The stole should be 

crossed as for the priesthood or left 

to hang full (as seen below) as in 

the full priesthood of the bishop-

ric.ó (PNCC Hymnal, 2011).   
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The third is the Paschal Candle.  

The Paschal Candle is blessed 

and lit on Holy Saturday in the 

service of New Fire.  This candle 

represents not only the light of 

Christ coming into the world, but 

the Light that overcomes darkness 

forever. 

Now, why do we loop around the 

church three times, stopping at 

four corners?  The three times 

around the church show the pres-

ence of the holy number of 3ð 

representing the members of the 

Trinity, Christ overcoming the de-

nial of St. Peter, overcoming the 

three temptations of Satan, and 

more.  However, the main reason 

that the procession circles clock-

wise around the church is to show 

the passage of time, the three 

days that Jesus was in the tomb, 

the three days it took until Jesus 

overcame sin and death. 
 

The four stops at the four corners 

recall a portion of the Holy Sat-

urday liturgy, as well as many 

portions of ancient scripture.  

During the Blessing of Holy Wa-

ter, the celebrant prays: òFor this 

reason, creature of water, I bless 

You by the living God, by the 

true God, by the holy God, by 

that God who in the beginning 

separated you from the land by 

His Word, whose Spirit moved 

over you.ó  He then sprinkles the 

water in 4 directions, represent-

ing the four corners of the earth.  

In processing the Easter Sacra-

ment to the four corners of the 

church, we also process Jesus 

Christ to each end of the world, 

showing our belief in the Resur-

rection.  

Why Do We? (continued) 
Finallyñthe bells and the music must 

be addressed.  If one were to attend 

Holy Thursday Mass, the Gloria would 

stick out, as it is...well...a òsuper-sizedó 

Gloria, with every bell and joyful 

noise made that can be done in the 

church.  And at the moment of the 

Gloriaõs completion?  Silence.  No 

more bells, no more instruments or 

organ until the beginning of the East-

er Procession.  So when you see one 

of your little altar boys or girls strug-

gling to ring the bells with such vigor 

on Easter morning, they couldnõt be 

struggling for a more joyous reason. 

That is why we do what we do at 

Easter!             Fr. Jason 
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A few thoughts from your parish chair 

As the saying goesé April showers bring May flow-
ers.     Do you think they meant rain showers or 
snow showers? We certainly canôt complain about 
the weather we had this past winter so we must be 
tolerant of what has fallen and what is yet to be in 
the next couple days!  As we look ahead to planting 
our gardens hereôs one that can grow regardless of 
the weather! 
 

DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 5ŀƛƭȅ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 
 

tƭŀƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀǎΥ 
tŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ 
tŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
tŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƭ 

 
tƭŀƴǘ ŦƻǳǊ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ ǎǉǳŀǎƘΥ 
{ǉǳŀǎƘ ƎƻǎǎƛǇ 
{ǉǳŀǎƘ ƛƴŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
{ǉǳŀǎƘ ƎǊǳƳōƭƛƴƎ 
{ǉǳŀǎƘ ǎŜƭŬǎƘƴŜǎǎ 

 
tƭŀƴǘ ŦƻǳǊ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ [ŜǧǳŎŜΥ 
[ŜǧǳŎŜ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ 
[ŜǧǳŎŜ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ 
[ŜǧǳŎŜ ōŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘ 
[ŜǧǳŎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

 
bƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘǳǊƴƛǇǎΥ  
¢ǳǊƴƛǇ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 
¢ǳǊƴƛǇ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
¢ǳǊƴƛǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

 
¢ƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘȅƳŜΥ 
¢ƘȅƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
¢ƘȅƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
¢ƘȅƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

 
²ŀǘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀǇ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻǿΦ 
 
.ŀŎƪ ōȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ όǿŜƭƭ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘύ {ƘŀǊŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎΦ  CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 

/ƘƛŎƪŜƴ {ǇŜŘƛƴƛ wƻƭƭǎ 
.ȅ WƻƘƴƴȅ /ƛŀƻ 
 
мκн ƭōΦ ǘƘƛƴƭȅ ǎƭƛŎŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘǎ   
.ǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇŀǊǎƭŜȅ όŬƴŜƭȅ ŎƘƻǇǇŜŘύ 
м ŜƎƎ       
мκу ŎΦ ǇƛƴŜ ƴǳǘǎ όƻǇǝƻƴŀƭύ 
мκп ŎΦ ǳƴǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ōǊŜŀŘ ŎǊǳƳōǎ    
м ŎΦ ŎƘƻǇǇŜŘ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǎǇƛƴŀŎƘ 
мκу ŎΦ tŀǊƳŜǎŀƴ ƻǊ wƻƳŀƴƻ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ όƎǊŀǘŜŘύ  
мκн ŎΦ ƻŦ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ǇǳǊŜŜ 
hƭƛǾŜ ƻƛƭ 
 
aƛȄ ŜƎƎΣ ōǊŜŀŘ ŎǊǳƳōǎΣ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΣ ǇŀǊǎƭŜȅΣ ǇƛƴŜ ƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇƛƴŀŎƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  tƭŀŎŜ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻƭƭ ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ όŎŀƴ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƻƻǘƘǇƛŎƪ ƛŦ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘύΦ  tƭŀŎŜ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƛƴ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƘ 
ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛȊȊƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭƛǾŜ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƳŀǘƻ ǇǳǊŜŜΦ   
 
Bake at 375 degrees for 20 minutes and enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
Lesson on Forgivenessé òForgive your enemiesò 
was the topic of the reverendôs sermon on this par-
ticular Sunday morning.  At the close of his rather 
long message, he asked how many were willing to 
forgive their enemies.  About half of his congregation 
raised their hands.  Not satisfied, he preached for 
another twenty minutes and repeated the question.  
This time a few more lifted their hands.  Still unsatis-
fied he lectured another fifteen minutes and repeat-
ed the question.  Now, all raised their hands except 
one elderly lady in the back row.  ñMiz Jones, arenôt 
you willing to forgive your enemies?ò the pastor in-
quired.  ñI donôt have anyò was her answer.  ñMiz 
Jones, thatôs very unusual.  How old are you?ò  
ñNinety-three.ò  ñMiz Jones, please come down front 
and tell this congregation how a person can live 
ninety-three years and not have an enemy in the 
world.ò  The sweet little lady tottered down the aisle, 
very slowly turned around, and announced, ñItôs 
easy.  I just outlived óem all!ò 
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