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Whai Makes Penance?

Though there are a ton of opportunities
to speak, write, or preach about Penance
within the Catholic structure, | actually
wanted to take this opportunity to do so
because of a few recent occurrences.

Namely, we have had a number of new
visitors to Mass, be it from a Baptism to
Christmas to Sunday Mass, many of
them familiar enough with the Mass to
assume that they came from the Roman
Catholic Denomination.

However, there is one big difference (ok,
there are a few!) that | wanted to tackle
in this article, and how we address it ver-
sus how others do: the Sacrament of
Penance.

For those unfamiliar, we offer the recep-
tion of the Sacrament of Penance in two
unique ways: aural, that is, the well-
known way where a worshipper confess-
es to the priest, be it in a confessional
booth or wherever, and public.

Since Funeral Masses sometimes bring in
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a mix of people where the vast majority
is unfamiliar with our Mass, it gives me
the opportunity, as the celebrant, to do
a bit of teaching. | use the phrase
“public confession” because of the his-
torical nature of that phrase. | mention,
with a smile, that it does not mean we
all start yelling out our sins; | explain
that this is a private examination with a
private confession to God. Like aural
(private) confession, the priest is the
“minister of the Sacrament”, providing
the Absolution that is necessary to per-
form (along with having sorrow and sin-
cerely desiring not to repeat the sin) in
order to have those sins forgiven by
God. What makes it “public” is the com-
munal strength of prayer: we all ap-
proach God’s house as sinners, and we
all resolve to be better versions of His
perfect creation, receiving His Son’s
Body and Blood as was commanded.

When | entered seminary, | could barely
believe that there could be a full course
on Sacramentology...but really, there
could’ve easily been years of study on
each one. Based on scripture, its roots
are from John 20:19-23 “When it was
evening on that day, the first day of the
week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples
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rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.”

Not just an author of the shortest
Canon/Eucharistic Prayer we use, St.
Hippolytus wrote in 215 AD in Apostolic
Tradition a number of things that
would refer to the now-forming Sacra-
ment. Among them includ-
ed...occupations of people who needed
to change their occupation before be-
ing initiated in the church! Some are
obvious: prostitutes, sculptors of pagan
idols, executioners, gladiators, sorcer-
ers. Some were a tough shake! These
include actors, city magistrates, wres-
tlers, and charioteers. Renouncing the
occupation only began the long process
to be a member of the faithful—by en-
tering the catechumenate. They were
allowed to do some, but not all, of
what the baptized could do.

And once you were “in”, didn’t mean
you stayed “in.” The order of Penitents
were those who didn’t live up to the
Christian way of life and needed to go
through a re-formation of religious/
church development. The preparation
was now not for Baptism (which has a
forgiving, soul-cleansing aspect to it),
but for Penance, and one that would
be viewed as a bit more aggressive
than today.
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Fr. Jason’s Article (cont)

Absolution for that penance would
often be done on Holy Thursday,
offered by the Bishop and reconciled
publicly—hence, the public nature of
penance that we continue to share
was on display then. Though public
“confession” was not widely used, the
“doing of” the assigned stuff as well
as the bishop’s absolution certainly
was public.

In the July 2014 Issue of GodQ Field,
our Prime Bishop, Anthony Mikovsky,
offered his research on how the PNCC
developed our usage of the Sacra-
ment of Penance: “During the Fourth
General Synod, held in Scranton, PA in
June of 1921, Bishop Francis Hodur
put forward the following ruling con-
cerning general confession which was
unanimously accepted, “Public con-
fession, general or particular, has in
the Polish National Catholic Church
the same significance as private or

Advent Scenes

The time of preparation for the Feast
of the Incarnation constitutes Ad-

vent. It is always the 4 Sundays (and
portion of that 4th week) before De-
cember 25th, ranging from a bit over

auricular confession. It is one of the
necessary conditions of penance, that
holy act ordained by Jesus Christ for
the rebirth of a person and the uniting
of him with God.” After the Synodal
meeting, all the delegates went to St.
Stanislaus Cathedral to hear Bishop
Hodur speak about Penance and to
receive the Sacrament. In that discus-
sion concerning the sacramental rites
he said, “At the bottom of all these
rites and penitential functions always
inhered and inheres Christ’s principle
that without contrition, confession of
errors and the desire for a change in
life, there is no forgiveness, absolu-
tion and spiritual regeneration. With-
out these three acts, external pen-
ance is meaningless.”

The Sacrament of Penance is always
available, not just in the construct of
the Mass, but of course, when it is
needed. As | referred to the Early

3 weeks to 4 full weeks.

Our solemn Advent this past Decem-
ber included the blessing of the Ad-
vent Wreath, blessing of Oplatki, and
weekly prayers and readings as each
Advent Candle was lighted.

Also, an Advent-themed penitential
service began one of our Sundays of
worship. As we counted down to
Christmas, we did so with prophecy
and prayer.

ADVENT

2018

DEC 2- DEC 24

Church of the time of St. Hippolytus,
that entire long process of reconcilia-
tion and the big-time Holy Thursday
penance was a one-time thing. If you
messed up again then...welp, you were
in a bit of trouble!

Penance is the Sacrament before all
Sacraments—this is why it begins our
Mass, so our souls are clear before we
hear The Word, before we accept the
Eucharist. Couples receive it before
marriage, it is part of Unction, it is in-
herent in Baptism, and it is a must be-
fore Confirmation. And you better
believe it is that last big talk a man
working through Holy Orders has be-
fore one of his big days.

So there it is—an incomplete history of
the Sacrament. Scriptural, formative,
alive, and still evolving today. One we
must take seriously...and in our words,
our actions and thoughts, one we must
Fr. Jason

not neglect.
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Kielbasa Making & Hall Prep

While the choir (and friends) |
were busy putting together
orders for nearly a half-ton
of kielbasa, the PTO was _—
changing (decking?) the halls
into winter wonderlands.
May God continue to inspire
their creativity and dedica-
tion!

Our December always kicks off with a day
devoted to kielbasa making. This is a fund-
raiser of the choir that they do for Christ-
mas and Easter every year. It helps to fund
the trips to the Diocesan or National Con-
certs/Conventions.

Enjoy some of the snapshots from this
year’s garlicky, meaty, and delicious day.
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PolkaFest!
On Sunday, December 9, St. Mary’s Jodie Maddie and the Uptown
downstairs hall played host to our first Sound was our band for the
“PolkaFest”, an event with a visiting Polka  afternoon, and they offered
band, an open kitchen, a cash bar, and hours of their own songs, popu-
raffles. lar Polka hits, and even some

kolenda to keep in with the
spirit of the season.

4 Though St. Mary’s has had a

il Polka band for a few of the
last PolishFest events over the
N summer, this was our first

# exclusive Polka event
in...decades, we think. It was
very well-attended, with just a
couple of chairs left empty.
The crowd left appeased, pin-
ing for the next time we would
play host to another afternoon of
fun. Stay tuned!
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PTO Party

The PTO Christmas Party is the Grand-
daddy of them all, replete with an in-
credible basket raffle, food from all over
Northeast Ohio, entertainment from the
premier parish vice-chair, and, of
course, a visit from Jolly OI’ St. Nick.

The event always takes place either the
3rd or 4th Sunday of Advent, depending
on how close to Christmas. Our party
took place on December 16 this year,
hosted as always by the St. Mary’s PTO.

Much appreciation to everyone who
supported this wonderful venture!
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Christmas 2018 &

The Celebration of the Lord’s Nativity
is always one to cherish, and we do so
at St. Mary’s each and every year.

Everything begins with Pasterka, or
Mass of the Shepherds, which we hold
on to the tradition of celebrating at
Midnight. The late hour is representa-
tive of God’s revelation to the shep-
herds that the Savior was born. It was
from this moment that the heavens
opened and the “Gloria of the Heav-
ens” was sung from on high.

The next morning, we celebrate the the holiness of the day.

Mass of Light, with our liturgy showing

God'’s new light for his people. Christ is Born! May all Christians re-
Throughout both Masses, we use in- joice, as we celebrate the 40 Day sea-
cense at appropriate times to show son through February 2nd!

R
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PNCC Future Directions Update

January9 1, 201

Dear Bishops, Very Rev. and Rev. Fat her s, Deacons a
We begin this New Year in our Lord 2019 Aad1\

Lord said toFdlilsoolode Hpbsepubl i c ministry, He

and wants our relationship with Him to grow

byOur PNCC is calling us to renew our Discip "

we have a speci al message from our Prime Bis. —

Rev Dr. SMaoy twel .t dkd lIt.these words to heart and grow cl os
sus Christ this new year!

Renewed DisciplWisthh pthe R&1®iing of each new calendar, we
for a f rMossht sotfaruts. ent husi astically embrace t MNiesw cleamnme & - |
ol utdwchrixc,h cover everything from i mproving our personal F
ing our relationships with other pe8plhe of ehem bataeflfin
es to the way we | ive, while others call fCoerr tsamanl Ipeero,p |sei,
ing intense deesiecaateidoins edinpdl idneee,p seem to be able to make
their goals throughout the enti fecwuesard, awh ibleda ir vtelde nedh dvoiett
more than a few prayers for help and cries éfumnt irhemdy,htale
the Solemnity of theé¢vyeEmi pbbakiyngfatheoupr@a018 goal t.o) run
Regardl ess of how far into the New Year we actually make
recogni ze that true success in each of these s-incere end
cri tpeerrisaevehAfanere all, we are all works in progress d (@
conversion of one Saul of Tarsus)Fuoonkeof ablieftrheséoe
by the resultsaosseasmboneandsmbdbtfi vated by a single impli
chang¢eée. i s when we put these two points together, tisat we
resolution, regardl esssioficentes @a@ammiitcmé atr todjjecst keep wo
With hopeful hearts and open minds, we Polish Nati omal C
consideration of what it trulyThmeasanwi thb eveieachles o068
tify areas of our | ives that -oarrdee rael d eaanddy aslpsior itthuea |ol pyp oarntd
ni ze and actively address asgphatougyhetuti n hree gk aaf, iwmprwid
ters for prayer, topics for reflection, cdalnlceasi med thowmae
single goal of becoming more aWKinlevithigc tdii SGi pltesnakfest Ben
efforts by briefly considering what Christian disciplesh
I n the most basic sense, a disciple is a student, and we
course of study,Three eodig od ntge patoere sr ef aexphoshi pgwionke God
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PNCC Future Directions Update (continued, 2 of 3)

spiritual | iDerigsagnohedi tfieeamfrtddry Lorddeée,Jenamy wi shed to
own place within the covenants made by tThheeyGoedaronfesItsIryaec
del ve more deeply into the Law and the Prophet s, hoping
themo guide them in this, they would choos a particul a
od of Stoimme i mes the students would even trave wi th the
their instruction but by emulating their example

This was not simply an academic pursuit fo its own sak
erThey knew that they needed to change, to grow toéimp
to give them a vision of who they cou h o
t hiEsv.entually, though, the disciples e d
teach them through their instruction WOU D”)NOT t h
some of them becoming rabbis themselv 7 CHOQSE ME,

St. John the Baptist played a simlla PUT

pl e coming to him in sEBlhe chomndr smomert

firmed their need for conversion, he Oll
most i mportantly, h e Buetd ebvye nhihsi soWnl

came to an end, when along came the 4N O] DYOU is
agt he Lamb of God who takeo(;JaWaylAﬂh)él@ PAPP NTF

came the Teacher of teachers and v hi

ways. ’fl[ 1at you mu]/r(' 1]{"1”)%

First, the Lord Jesus spoke clearly w t o
Supperfyouhdtd not choose me, but | <c¢h B.E/.‘]1 1ll'T')in
should go andd Jbbar Ubw diehdi.s moment, we
Teacher, assembl hdgedj stdpeup@dlrbcyh pupi 7‘4(19
di sciple, and |l etting them knowWhher e ; . g . at
pressible joy shouwehefairl It hcems\léde@acrdasrss’.rHZ\T ]U_LAQT
and hope should come from krerawihn®pyt ma ' greie g |
and has made us his very dwmrsuisn tthkee Dw > KN 151163 n!
er has ushoskee his disciples, and understandlng thi s eve
give us a svemdsd ocfolselllfy rooted in the [ oving esteem wit
Second, Jesusetesteadlbaltiisohnesdhi ps with his disciples. We mus
was merely a period of training that ended with C&nfirm
School of ChQustieaholLihwengontrar ypyer@lamiesitlieasnu sdiad wiapylse $te
teach us, more of Himself to reveal to us, gre@neat avor &
forts-iomproelefment that he woul Afhave aldg ,f dieverttisy tdhreg dgre
pl eau, therefore, must be perfeod(Matshgwub: h&@8avenly Fa
OQur Lord radically transformed the nature oHet hidi msehdaft
perfect teacHeyr HUmMsh&BfsiBhjsect mbet eHi mMddltdh)e @adavcenmnc m
gy (Mt-3a@mTh28ultimate end of discipleship is to grow eve
of our Hlei wh®. started the Church by calling the Apostl es
tongodingci palsesthhiep i rrepl aceabl e foundation for the entir
should make every decision and tmewswmrgedthippri wei pnues to fal
and consciously journey with Jesus our Teacher, recogni
we r aaeh f wifl tehas Ki ngdom which He inaugurated, about wl
Therefore, ad<s trheesoNeuw iYoenasr fall from our | ips, may they
ment to the Lord and a promise to persistently engage o
this entails, never giving up even should we stumbl e an
that He has marked out.
I ndeed, each new year brings €®andstaan&pp
God for that becausiMe ,we suswdlilsyh mMeadad ointall
the opportunity to 2hbmage wehid® togevti hér i
—— joyvo, ringdétRdl®elhlaldsl it s Buwt setsksemnadai n,
al ways in session.
PRACTICEImmedlate action item for i mplementation
ual iAy1L.O to 15 minute business free zone ¢
DISCIPLESHIPpriest anWs ef aaitt hifeud s. t page 8 of t he Mass
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PNCC Future Directions Update (continued, 3 of 3)

as wel |l as ot her Lientt ruosduprnepar ep amgresperly for the wonder
heari ngs oWolGddduring the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
Pl ease keepwitdesuonbdaerthking iiTmskoung &Gadl yopbaegasssthis w
fruit for the building of His Kingdom through our Holy (
As we being this New Year in our Lord 2019 |l et wus make t
LorWi.shing you a blessed, happy and healthy New Year!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
PNCC Supreme Council Future Direction Committee
Most Rev Ant hoRyi e HBikbopky,
Very Rev. Robert CwaiNemaknovi ch Jr .,
We continue to implement the five themes the Synod de
Growth and Membership
I ncrease Spirituality
Lifelong Learning
Sacred Vocations
Community I nvolvement and Presence
Action Plan for Discipleship: 2019
Devel op and emphasize Discipleship through
Speci al Masses
Create a Business Free Zone
Adult Continuing Education
Soci al Medi a Presence
Two Days of Spiritual Retreat
Compl ete Six Community Service Projects

Various Announcements

POTLUCK
After our T0am Mass Sunday, Janu-
ary 6, we did have one of our parish
potlucks. We wish everyone came
downstairs! There was enough food
to feed another couple of dozen peo-
ple. A festive time was enjoyed by
those who attended, as we shared
optatki and enjoyed everything from
salads to cheesecake to pastas to
pierogi.

ELEVATION OF CLERIC JIM
The elevation of Cleric Jim Ploskonka
to the office of Sub-Deacon has been
rescheduled and will take place at a
10am Mass on Sunday, February 3rd.
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, the
Prime Bishop of the PNCC, will be
celebrating the Mass and conferring
the elevation. Please plan on attend-
ing this step in Cleric Ploskonka’s jour-
ney to the diaconate as well as wel-
coming the prelate of our Church.

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
Information for scholarships from the
National United Choirs is available

by seeing the forms posted on the
bulletin board or by talking to Chris
Paulus or Cleric Ploskonka.

ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of St. Mary’s
takes place on Sunday, January 27
after 9am Mass. There will be no
11am Mass this day. Please exercise
your democratic right as a Polish Na-
tional Catholic and attend this Meet-
ing, where your voice and vote are
instrumental in the upcoming year of
life at our beloved parish.

SCHEDULING MASSES
Happy New Year! As the New Year
has arrived, please be aware that
Masses are open to be scheduled for
2019. Some dates have been filled,
so if there is a date you normally
keep, please make sure to inform Fr.
Jason in person, via email, or by
phone.

STILL?
Our Christmas celebration hasn’t end-
ed yet, as we highlight our liturgy
with Christmas Hymns for the entirety

of the 40 days of the Christmas Season.
Though the world has moved on, the
Church continues with joy the celebration
of the Savior’s birth.

EPIPHANY BLESSINGS

Pastoral visits have begun — As a remind-
er, these visits are done in the name of the
3 Magi, with the home (and pets) blessed
by the visiting pastor. Visits can be sched-
uled with Fr. Jason and can be as quick as
5 minutes or you can put on the coffee and
converse for a while. Please reach out to
him if interested.

SOCK TREE
On behalf of the Love of God Sodality,
thank you to all who have donated to the
sock tree!l The socks will be donated in the
coming weeks, as has been the collected
food from the food drive.

UPCOMING MASS SCHEDULE
Please note that there will be only one
Mass at 10am on Sunday, Jan. 20th,.
There will be only one Mass (9am) on Sun-
day, Jan 27th with our Parish Annual
Meeting to follow. On February 3rd,
there will only be one Mass at 10am.
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January Days of Note

January Birthdays

1 Barbara Wisniewski
6 Katie Repede
7 Pattie Dotson
Natalie Soltysiak
12 John Kasperczyk
14 Josie Matis
22 John Kobalka
Tom Kugler
23 Pete Moritz

January Anniversaries

7 Andre & Audrey Spanjol
24 Mike & Barb Wisniewski
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