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Scraping the Clouds...

As you will see later on in this
newsletter, | was privileged to at-
tend the dialogue meetings between
the denominations of the Polish Na-
tional Catholic Church and the Ro-
man Catholic Church in St. Louis,
MO. Detailed later, | was quite
privileged to be the only traveling
clergyman who seemed to procure a
direct flight to and from the meet-
ings, via Southwest Airlines.

On the way from Cleveland, | was in
the 2nd boarding group of 60, B-57,
which means roughly the 120th per-
son getting on the plane. As South-
west doesn’t assign seats, one has to
be in the first 90 or so seats to not
have to sit in a middle seat. But, |
had my chance! The front row
(which has no place to put your bag,
but plenty of legroom) had the win-
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dow seat open, and no one seemed to
want to sit there...| thought | had a
chance until the guy right in front of me
took it. Middle seat it was!

With a few days of meeting under our
belt, | checked into the flight home...A-
7! | would be able to sit wherever |
wanted! Not only that, my phone sta-
tus stated | had a free drink on my tick-
et — what a way to end a trip! After the
wheelchair-bound and families with
small children got seated, | saw the
front row window seat and wasn’t going
to miss my chance this time. | swerved
around the woman in the aisle seat,
popped in some headphones and lis-
tened to a podcast on basketball.

People filed in for the next 10 or so

minutes, when all of the sudden, a nun

walks in and plops down in the middle
seat next to me. | had on a white
clergy shirt, but my collar was
open so | probably looked like any
other long-haired middle aged-guy.
My internal angel and devil on my
shoulders battled for a minute- do
| take an hour off and stare into
space, or do engage this sister of
our Lord in conversation?

Welp, | let the devil win. |
watched the plane finish boarding
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and the announcements begin...but
| couldn’t help but hear the conver-
sation between the nun and woman
in the seats next to me. The wom-
an (Delores, name changed for her
privacy) had received a call she was
awaiting for quite a while: The
Cleveland Clinic had a liver waiting
for her.

| took my headphones out and lis-
tened a bit more: Delores was local
to Missouri and had health issues
for nearly 20 years, causing her to
look older than her early 40’s. She
had some major surgeries per-
formed at the Clinic in the past and
was familiar with the hospital area
and had been on a donor list for
quite a long while. Not just a liver,
but a few other portions of major
organs, and she had been fore-
warned in her call that it was in-
deed from someone around her age
and size who had succumbed.

The nun (Sister Joanna, for her pri-
vacy) was an engaging conversation-
alist, praising God and affirming De-
lores’s struggles with appropriate
“oh my’s” and “oh no”. Delores
finished a part of her story with
“The last hours since the call and
now this flight have been a whirl-
wind. I've been so nervous about
this flight, but | am at such peace
knowing | am sitting next to you,
Sister.”
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Opening Article (continued)

| suppose it was fate- | buttoned my
collar and peered around the nun’s
Habit to tell Delores “Well, our Lord
has doubled-down on your flight, be-
cause you’re also sitting next to a
Catholic Priest. My heart was pound-
ing at this point- many who read this
know that my family has been waiting
for the same call that Delores re-
ceived in anticipating a liver trans-
plant.

Both Sister Joanna and Dolores
turned all sorts of red and purple,
with Dolores’ eyes misting and the
good Sister offering God praise for
this coincidence to happen.

We spent the next hour-plus speak-
ing on faith, growing up in the church,
our current roles, and Sister Joanna

and | telling of our respective calls
to serve God. Dolores is an avid
Catholic, and she couldn’t stop re-
marking how “this was meant to
be”, how calm our presence made
her flight, and how she couldn’t wait
to tell her mother, who has been
her caretaker for a number of years
and was driving across the country
to meet her at the airport in Cleve-
land.

My family is anxiously praying and
hoping for the same call for my fa-
ther that Dolores received after a
long period of suffering. Perhaps
the last person my dad would want
to sit next to on the way would be
another priest, but should that day
come sooner rather than later, |
wouldn’t mind a nun keeping him in
check on the way to the hospital.
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God is good, God is mysterious, and
although God doesn’t “make” things
happen, sometimes that free will is
nudged a bit to make the beginning of a
flight sound like a bad joke— a priest
and a nun sit next to each other...but |
will remark; though no great wisdom
was parsed and no wonderful act was
done by Sister Joanna or myself that
day, Sacred Vocations, in the great min-
istry of “presence”, showed its realness
and strength.

Fr. Jason
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Polish Constitution Day Parade in Parma
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Memorial Day Weekend
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June Days of Note
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Subscribe to our

You([TT) Channel

Visit us online at
www.stmaryspncc.org
like St. Mary’s in Parma,
OH on Facebook or
subscribe to our

June is Sacred Vocations
Month in the Polish Na-
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