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Poslhons of Power

We all have our guilty pleasures, don’t
we? Now, | don’t mean those deep,
dark things that make us question the
validity of our souls—confess those
before God!

What | mean is those certain shows or
movies we love, the certain songs we
cannot help but listen to, the trashy
books we read, and so on. For me? |
love to waste my time in a video game,
same way | did 30 years ago and same
way | probably will 30 years from now.

But | also am a sucker for an action
movie—the crashes, the violence, the
sex and drugs that are so fantastical
and so far away from the life | live—it is
an escape because it just isn’t real.

When | was in college, the doors were
blown off the hinges when Cardinal
Law of the Boston Roman Catholic
Archdiocese was put on trial for the
brutal, grotesque, and terrible sins
priests in his diocese committed
against children...and of which he
knew of.

This spawned an anti-Catholic move-
ment in the US like no other. There
were always (in my lifetime) those
“jokes” about priests and children.
Always off-color, always uncomforta-
ble. The silver lining was a witch hunt

took place to pinpoint and arrest many

who were guilty of these crimes
through the years.

In 2011, a similar abuse cover-up case
became national news at Penn State,
where the head coach became the

Cardinal Law figure. Violence erupted,

jokes were made, people took sides,
many not wanting to accept the terri-
ble things done at a prestigious place.

In 2017, the story has gone Holly-
wood...literally. Kevin Spacey. Matt
Lauer. Louis CK. Harvey Weinstein.
And who knows who else by the time
you read this? People from movies
and shows we love—House of Cards,
the Today Show. Fired, shamed, dis-
missed, their contracts cut.
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Now what? Unfortunately, us Catho-
lics are not going to be crazy about
the answer. Since 2011, Penn State
has had great success—2 top-notch
coaches, top recruiting classes and
top 10 finishes. They average over
100,000 people in attendance per
home game.

Hollywood still goes on—there will
be more movies (half superhero
ones), more tv shows, more stream-
ing options. At some point, Louis CK
will have some sort of comeback
comedy tour and make millions. At
some point, Kevin Spacey will get
another chance and make millions.
And | bet it all happens in the next
half-dozen or so years.

The church? Well...we aren’t even
Roman Catholic and we suffer from
that stigma. Even though the world
is slowly realizing that these preda-
tors exist in all facets of life, the
church will continue to suffer while
entertainment cycles through, rela-
tively unharmed.

It really isn’t fair...but life isn’t either.
The Church can do everything it can
to rehab its image, but we know the
moment another predator is caught,
the notion will be “those terrible
Catholics.” When it is a movie star or
sports icon or a politician, its “a lone
wolf.”

Jesus taught us how to deal with this
early on: “Blessed are you when they
insult you and persecute you and
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Fr. Jason’s Article (Cont)

utter every kind of evil against you
falsely because of me. Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward will be
great in heaven. Thus they persecut-
ed the prophets who were before
you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)

We are divinely taught that staying
the course of our faith rises above
everything else...eventually. Per-
haps there will never be retribution

Operation Christmas Child

Our Operation Christmas Child shoe-
box ministry was down a little bit this
year! Prices of shipping did bump
up a bit from $7 to $9 per box, and
there was a bit more a time crunch
than usual. However, many thanks to
everyone who went out of their way
to put together a shoebox and make
this heart-felt donation towards chil-
dren across the world who could use

Various Announcements
New Liturgical Cycle

The First Sunday in Advent brings
about many changes — different vest-
ments, a wreath, a time to collect
thoughts in a penitential season. It
also brings about “Liturgical New
Year,” that is, the readings are of a
prophetic nature, the gospel begins
in a new point of history (preparing
for the coming of Christ), and the
gospel is from (mainly) St. Mark after
hearing from St. Matthew for the
past year. Any questions about this,
please see Fr. Jason.

Choir Rehearsal

Christmas is coming! Which means
the choir is back in gear. We wel-
come any and all interested to join us
in rehearsal as we familiarize our-
selves with our Christmas favorites,
learn a new hymn or two, and pre-
pare for our 11:30pm Christmas Eve

in the Catholic Community that
wolves come in all different sorts of
sheep’s clothing. Perhaps it never
was a fair comparison to make, as
“religion versus entertainment” is
an odd hill to debate on.

Perhaps streams of people won’t
return to the church, knowing that
although the church was created by

Christ in perfection, man’s imperfec-

tion would always leave its mark.

Perhaps a few clergymen preying on

a pick-me-up this Christmas.

Also, a special thanks to

Evonne Pryer for organizing
the event at our parish and
delivering the boxes as well as |
to our School of Christian Liv-
ing, who spent a Sunday put-
ting together Christmas cheer.

concert. The schedule is as follows:
Sunday, Dec. 3, 12:30p; Thursday,
Dec. 7, 6:30p; Thursday, Dec. 14,
6:30p and Sunday Dec. 17 or Thurs-
day, Dec. 21.

Sunday Mass Schedule

Please note in your calendars now
two adjustments in our Sunday Mass
Schedule for the month of December:
On Sunday, December 10, there will
only be one Mass at 10am. On Sun-
day morning, December 24, there will
only be a 9am Mass. The normal
Christmas Schedule takes place later
that day.

Election of Officers

This meeting takes place between
Masses Sunday, December 3rd— This
is a parish-wide meeting that will
elect the upcoming officers for the
Parish Committee /Board.

Advent Food Drive

Advent begins on December 3rd this
year—start collecting non-perishable

children was just too much for some
people to come back and wor-
ship...and it would be tough to
blame them.

Scandal stinks, no matter the venue.
May our prayers always be for the
calming of souls, for the emotional,
physical, and spiritual health of all
victims, and for that unity of the
church that is attainable....we just
need that mountain-moving faith to
get there. Fr. Jason

items for our annual food drive.

Food Ministry

Please note that Wednesday, Decem-
ber 6, the Feast of St. Nicholas of My-

ra, begins our winter time of Food Min-
istry—it will take place from 4-5pm.

Winter Clothing Drive

The United YMSofR is once again call-
ing for all parishes in the PNCC to
have a winter clothing drive. Branch
#29 would like to make sure we par-
ticipate! Please begin bringing your
items now.

Christmas Basket Raffle

Per the usual, the PTO will be sponsor-
ing a Christmas Basket Raffle and
Christmas Party on Sunday, December
17 in between Masses. They are al-
ways looking for donations — Please
see Marge O’Connor or Debbie Moritz
for any suggestions or questions on
how you can help.
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Church Meetings

In the month of November, two meetings
took place of interest to us as Polish Na-
tional Catholics here in Parma Ohio.

The first was the Annual Meeting of the
Northeast Seniorate of the Western Dio-
cese. Our Senior Priest is the Very Rev.
Jaroslaw Nowak, who presided over our
meeting at Resurrection Parish in Temper-
ance, Ml on Saturday, November 4.

Craft Fair 2017

For a third autumn in a row, St. Mary’s
played host to a Holiday Craft Fair, tak-
ing place in both our Fellowship Hall
and our downstairs hall.

The event took place on November 11,
from 10am-4pm. Calls began in Sep-
tember about reserving a table for this
event. Under the trusting leadership of
Mary Ann Kasperczyk, we not only sold
all of the tables; there was a waiting list

S,

s

Mike & Barb Wisniewski and Chuck
Repede attended on behalf our par-
ish. Cleric Jim Ploskonka is an ex ofi-
cio attendee of the meeting as he is a
member of the Council of the West-
ern Diocese.

The other meeting of note that took
place was the National Clergy Confer-
ence of the Polish National Catholic
Church. It was held November 13-15
at the Holy Mother of the Rosary Ca-

of people who hope to get in for
next year!

The event also featured a Bake Sale
by the Love of God Sodality as well
as a Soup Sale by Branch #29 of the
YMS of R.

Thanks to everyone who attended,
baked, boiled, fried, tended a table,
or supported any of the vendors.
And special thanks again to Mary
Ann for making the difficult seem
easy—We'll see everyone again

next year!

thedral in Lancaster, NY.

These are usually held about a year before
the General Synod. Beside getting togeth-
er for communal prayer, spirituality and
fellowship, various items are brought up
on the parish, diocese, and national level.

Unfortunately, Fr. Jason was unable to
attend either meeting. Please enjoy the
picture below of our assembled clergy.
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Craft Fair (continued)
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Raffles

The month of November was spiced up a bit with two raffles
available to parishioners and visitors of St. Mary’s.

The first, pictured to the right, is a beautiful, large Nativity Set.
The second is a Christmas city, super-detailed with all sorts of
people, buildings, playgrounds and so on.

Tickets are S1 each or 6 for $5. The drawing is set for Decem-
ber 3rd. Once set was donated by the Fesz Family (thanks Ste-
ve, for building the manger too!) and the other by the
Repedes. Thanks to them, and thank you to all who reached
out to purchase tickets for these.

-

Vestment Blessing Vestments

The word "vestment" is from the
As is part of his new duty, Cler-  This Mass was con- Latin, and signifies clothing.
ic Jim Ploskonka was called on celebrated by Fr. Jason Vestments are a sacramental.

That means they are set apart
and blessed by the Church to
excite good thoughts and to
increase devotion in those who
see and those who use them.
They are the uniform of the
priest when he is “on duty,”
while he is exercising the
functions of his ministry and
using the sacred powers which
he received at his ordination.

to bless vestments that belong and Father Greg. Fa-
to our retired priest, Rev. Greg ther Greg’s vestments
Gronn. blessed today will be
used when he con-
celebrates with Fr.
Jason’s dad, Very Rev.
Joseph Soltysiak, on
December 10.

He blessed a dark blue chasu-
ble to begin our Celebration of
Christ the King Sunday, the
Last Sunday in Ordinary Time.
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PNCC Future Directions Update

The Eve of the First Sunday in Advent
December 2, 2017

Dear Bishops, Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, Deacons and Faithful of our Holy Church,

We are excited to announce that the theme selected for 2018 across our Holy Polish National Catholic Church is: "The Year of
the Family". This was decided at the recent National Clergy Conference where after prayer, reflection and discussion the cler-
gy selected this theme for 2018.

The hope and prayer of our clergy and the Future Direction committee is that this Year of the Family will help strengthen all
our families in living out our Christian faith, virtues and values and will become an important and consistent part of their lives.
We will be sending various blessings and prayers to be done before or after Holy Mass as well as some materials for our fami-
lies to take home. Below is the link to download a copy of the 2018 Action Plan - it is also included in this email as well.

PNCC Future Direction
Action Plan for PNCC Parishes in 2018: The Year of the Family

I Growth and Membership 1. Increase Spirituality
lll.  Lifelong Learning IV.  Sacred Vocations
V. Community Involvement
1. Greater Understanding of Church Solemnities: In 2018 we will focus on the Solemnity of the Humble Shepherds. Re-

distribute the Humble Shepherds pamphlet. Perhaps a video presentation from our Prime Bishop on this Solemnity.

2. Two Days of Retreat: Lent and Advent Pick a day during the seasons of Lent and Advent in 2018 to spend in retreat and
prayer. Maybe do this as a family activity. This can be done on either a parish or seniorate level. Ideas for the Retreat in-
clude: Mass of the Day, special Lenten/Advent service of Penance, Scripture Readings/Reflections and Meditations, Benedic-
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament; For Lent: Stations of the Cross, Sorrowful Lamentations, etc. This can be open and ad-
vertised to the local community.

3. Complete at least five community service projects: One service project could be in conjunction with the Solemnity of
Humble Shepherds and the other, selected by the local parish. It is important that the five projects be done in the local com-
munity of the parish so that these efforts will create a greater presence of the parish in the community.

Various options include but are not limited to: A project to aid an assisted living facility, or other care facility i.e. nursing
home , group home; volunteering for a special needs event; having a Mass or event for your local widow’s group; aiding a
family crisis center, Food Drives, serving a free meal for the community, providing a community breakfast/meal for First Re-
sponders — for Veterans; prayer blanket ministry, clothing drive for the community, sponsoring a local family in need, and/or
responding to a particular need in the local community, etc.

4, Implementing the Year of the Family Component: Develop and emphasize this theme through 2018. Our purpose is to
strengthen all families in living out our Christian faith, virtues and values during this special year. Please see the monthly Fu-
ture Direction emails regarding this effort with concrete actions.

January — The example of the Holy Family- A blessing of families after Holy Mass on Sunday January 7th and a prayer card for
all to take home

February — The importance of unconditional Love in the family

March — Celebration of Lent as a Family-Encourage various ways that the family can pray and meditate together during this
Sacred season. Have the family prepare an Easter basket together or Easter table together for the blessing of the Church on
Holy Saturday.

April — Living out our Easter Joy in the family and the parish — the importance of regular attendance at Holy Mass

May — The love of our Blessed Mother — her submission to the will of God as an example for all

June — Sacred Vocations Month — The Guardianship of St. Joseph — his submission to the will of God as an example to all -
Family Vocations event and prayer

July — The importance of Family Time/Vacation to the family. Also remembering to continue the practice of daily prayer and
worship during this time.
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PNCC Future Directions Update

August — Importance of youth in the family — raising children as an important ministry in the church —an event for the parish
youth and prayers for parents and guardians

September — Sharing our gifts and talents in the home and in the parish. Create a fun exercise/game that lists one’s gifts and
talents and then challenge them to share them at home as well as in the parish

October — Clergy Appreciation Month — On the Solemnity of the Christian Family. Have a sharing family event at the parish
where troubles and joys are Shared; strengthening the bonds of our parish families.

November — Family Gratitude — stress the importance of giving thanks and doing it as an individual and parish family.
Thanksgiving Day prayer placemats. Helping those in need or alone on Thanksgiving.

December — Resources for the family to spiritually prepare for Christmas together, a shared prayer when putting up their
Christmas tree — small advent wreath for the home lit during the family meals. Recognizing and living the true meaning of
Christmas as a family.

5. Implement Lay Ministry Program in PNCC: Our national and diocesan Lay Ministry chaplains begin this implement this
program across our PNCC that will enhance, encourage and strengthen the role of the laity within our PNCC.

6. Move forward with PNCC Office of News & Media Relations: implement proposal accepted by the 2017 PNCC Su-
preme Council

7. Create a PNCC Future Direction Facebook Page — by posting the monthly messages to this page and asking our mem-
bers to share them, we hope more will be reached and encouraged to participate in these efforts.

8. Constant Prayer in prepare for out October 2018 General Synod — special intercessions for the month leading up to
the synod — encourage a novena for this Holy Gathering.
An Advent Reflection

Advent is a blended season, a mixture of hope, repentance, anticipation and joy. We know that Christ has already come, es-
tablishing his Kingdom through his life, death and resurrection. But Christ will come again in glory to establish His Kingdom in
its fullness. Meanwhile, Christ comes to all who are willing to make a place for Him in their hearts.

Our Advent models are Isaiah who yearned for the coming of the Lord, John the Baptist who announced the presence of
Christ, and Mary who was transformed by grace. Like Isaiah, we look forward to Christ’s glorious return. Like John, we recog-
nize Christ’s presence among us and our need for repentance. And like Mary, we seek to accept the will of God in order to
make a place for Christ in our hearts. And allow His will to be done in us.

As we approach the coming Christmas Season — our Lord through His Holy Church reminds us that we need to be ready as
we heard in the Gospel on the First Sunday of Advent. Ready to first, celebrate properly His birth and second, ready to meet
our Lord at any moment by living as he taught following His saving Gospel. This is a time when we are reminded by John the
Baptist to “prepare the way for the Lord”. It is important that we do this and prepare ourselves spiritually for the coming
celebration of Christmas and for the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

An Advent Prayer

Let us pray. Almighty and Eternal God, You became one of us that we might have the life of Christ forever. Through this sea-
son of Advent, rekindle in us a desire for the coming of Your Kingdom. Knowing how much our world needs Your grace and
truth, we ask You to guide us in the way of compassion that we might help your suffering ones. Fill us with every grace and
blessing as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior. Amen.

If you know of parishioners or friends who are not a part of our monthly email updates — please have them email us at Fu-
tureDirection@pncc.org to become a part of this important effort for our Holy Church.

Please keep this church-wide undertaking in your daily prayers — asking God to bless this work and allow it to bear fruit for
the building of His Kingdom through our Holy Church.

As we begin this Holy season of Advent may we use this time to spiritual prepare ourselves to again celebrate the Incarnation
and be ready for His return in glory. May we show our thankfulness to God not just in our words, but more importantly buy
our actions. May God bless you and your family during this Advent season.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

PNCC Supreme Council Future Direction Committee

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky, Prime Bishop

Very Rev. Robert M. Nemkovich Jr., Chairman
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Thoughts from Elaine...

A FEW THOUGHTS

It's hard to believe another year has gone by. | am grateful to
say that once again our parish has been blessed in the success
we've had with our fundraisers, especially the 2017 PolishFest
and the Car Show, as well as the ability to continue reaching
out to the community via in part through our monthly food
ministry, food and clothing drives, and the opening of our
doors to the outside organizations that meet here. We are
also blessed with parishioners that choose the responsibility to
serve on the Parish Committee and with those that go even
further to ensure our parish remains strong both physically
and spiritually. All this is true because of individuals and fami-
lies that offer themselves to the parish because of their love of
and dedication to St. Mary's! For this | personally say Thank
You!

Sadly, in 2017, we had to say goodbye to some dear members
of St. Mary's family but have with pleasure welcomed new
ones in; most recently being Brady Paul Soltysiak! Notonly a
first for Fr. Jason & Natalie but a first for St. Mary's. Although
children have been a part of the family of some previous pas-
tors, we've never welcomed a baby into the parish family.
Congratulations!

| continue to express my appreciation for the support and trust
| receive from all of you. | am truly grateful for the opportuni-
ty to serve as Chair here at St. Mary’s.

As | paraphrase a bit on Fr. Jason's Sunday sermon, it is so im-
portant to have a strong Faith in God while we live day to day
in a world we seem to understand less and less. It seemson a
daily basis we are told of bad news - horrible violence in our
local neighborhoods and across the globe and the indiscretion
in decisions made by so many people. | ask all of you during
this Advent Season to pause a little longer and pray a little
harder as we prepare for the Holy and Joyous Season of Christ-
mas and as we enter into a new year. May we all strive to
strengthen our faith in God! to see the good in those around
us!l... to reach out to those that need help!... and to continual-
ly pray for the much needed Peace throughout the world!

OUR SECOND NEW ADDITION (BRADY IS #1)

Many of you may have had the opportunity to peek at the con-
struction of the new garage and the new driveway between
the church and the rectory. As you may recall earlier this year,
after an explanation that the current garage was beyond repair
and was not even safe to park cars in, the parish approved the
building of a new one.

There were a few bumps in the road getting the project started
but once it got going in mid-November it's been smooth sail-
ing! We hope to see its completion by the end of December
but it will be ready for Fr. Jason and Natalie to park their cars
in by December 10" (hmm - the same day Brady is being Chris-

tened). Thank you to Steve Fesz for his diligence, time and pa-
tience with this project!

As you know, by the explanation of our offering envelopes that
is distributed every year, our Improvement Fund was put in
place many years ago to provide for major improvements and
repairs to our church property. It has been used many a times
for that purpose. As a matter of fact in 2007 work was done on
the Fellowship Hall roof and the Improvement Fund was a
great asset. A plea went out at that time to parishioners asking
for additional donations to replenish the Fund. The cost of our
new garage/driveway project is around $40,000.00. Keep in
mind that the garage is being built with additional space for the
much needed storage of many of our parish items/supplies.
That cost also includes a number of unexpected requirements
and fees by the City of Parma as well as Cuyahoga County. At
this time, we are asking again that you consider any additional
donations you may be able to give to help in the financing of
the project and the replenishing of the Improvement Fund.
Your help will be greatly appreciated now and as we approach
whatever other major repairs/improvements may be needed in
the future. God bless you ... Bog zaptac.

END OF YEAR FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

This is a reminder that parishioners as asked to complete their
financial obligations for 2017 by Monday, December 25™. If you
have any questions regarding your current contributions please
feel free to see Jo Ann Long on Sundays or call her at 440-785-
0974.

Single adult members age 18-74 = $425.00

Married members age 18-74 = $550.00
Adult members age 75 and older = $125.00

The Tradition of Oplatek

A polish tradition, still popular in
many families, is the breaking of
blessed Optatek (the Christmas wa-
fer) before dinner on Christmas Eve
(Wigilia). The white wafers, similar to a Communion

host, are shared with every person. During that time,
good wishes are expressed to each other. It is said that
along with being the most emotional time of the holi-
day for a Polish family, it is also the most sacred night
of the year. The pink wafer is shared with the animals
who, according to Polish tradition, because they were
first to greet the Baby Jesus, speak at midnight.
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More thoughts from Elaine...

Here is a sample of some traditional wishes that are
expressed to one another while sharing the oplatek:

Zdrowie i szczescie w tym nowym roku!

Health and good fortune this New Year!

Niech jasna gwiazda zawsze swieci nad twojim domem!
May a bright star always shine over your home!
Niech Panna pszeniczna, Betlejemska, zamieni smutek
w kolede!

May the Mother of Bethlehem, the wheaten Maid-
en change your every sorrow into a carol!

Niech sie spelnia wszystkie twoje marzenia!

May all our dreams come true!

Blessed optatek is available for your Christmas needs
from Chris Paulus.
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CHRISTMAS — MASTER ARTIST... A father and his son
were looking at a Nativity scene in a London gallery. It was
Titian’s world-famous painting of the scene at Bethlehem.
The boy spoke up: “Dad, why is the Baby lying in such a
cruddy cradle in a pile of straw?” “Well, son,” explained the
father, “they were poor and they couldn’t afford anything bet-
ter.” The lad wondered out loud: “Then how come they
could afford to have their picture painted by such an expen-
sive artist?”

[Let’s get cookin’

SOUR CREAM COOKIES
Cookies:
3 cups flour 1 cup shortening
1t baking powder  1-1/2 cups sugar
Y4 t baking soda 2 eggs
Ya t salt 1 cup sour cream
1 t vanilla

Topping:- Y2 c. sugar & 1 t cinnamon mixed together

Mix ingredients together in order listed. Drop be-
tween 1 teaspoon and 1 tablespoon of dough on cookie
sheet. Sprinkle with topping. Bake 10-12 minutes at
375 degrees.

Thank You Claire Hunek!

And a recipe to wash the cookies down......

HOT VODKA WITH HONEY
KRUPNIK
2 Tbs of cold water 1 small cinnamon stick

2 cups sugar
4 cups boiling water

10 peppercorns
20 allspice berries

1/4 vanilla bean 1-1/3 cup honey
1/4 nutmeg orange rind
2 cloves 2 cups vodka

Heat sugar in 2 Tbs of water until it dissolves, then stir
in the boiling water. Add vanilla bean, nutmeg, cloves,
cinnamon stick, peppercorns, and allspice berries. Bring
to a boil, cover and simmer for 5 minutes. Strain the
caramel mixture and return to the pan. Stir in honey
and orange rind and heat, stirring, until the honey has
completely dissolved. Bring to a boil. Remove the pan
from the heat and gradually stir in vodka. Enjoy hot or
cold.
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To all parishioners and friends of St. Mary’s, may
the Christmas Spirit of Love, Joy, and Peace be
with you now and throughout the coming year!
Celebrate the birth of Christ by joining us at
11:30 p.m. on December 24" to listen to a selec-
tion of Christmas music performed by the choir,
followed by Midnight Mass or join us at 10:00
a.m. on Christmas Day, December 25"

Merry Christmas - Wesofych Swigt
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December Days of Note

December Birthdays

1 Nick Paulus

4 Matthew Adams

7 Michele Barry-Misiewicz
8 Dale Dotson, Sr.

8 Bill Zychowski

11 Adolph Kasperczyk, Jr.

15 Ralph Zaun

17 David P. Micka

18 Ann Warzala

19 Ethan Long

20 Jessica Moritz

21 Jan Sobolewski

22 John Dankanich

24 Dale Dotson, Jr.

25 Katie Burger
Eileen Matteson

27 Paul LeMessena
29 Halina Dreger
Mary Patla

31 Jack Spilka
_ Y
—_——
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December Anniversaries

2 Chester & Ann Warzala
25 Ralph & June Zaun
28 Don & Marilyn Burger

"“Twas the Night Before
Christmas...an update”

‘Twas the night before Christmas,
and all through the earth,
Every creature was stirring,
awaiting a birth.

The time for Messiah

was certainly near,

The prophets foretold it;

the Bible was clear.

From the book of beginnings,
the very first sin,

God’s word made it clear
how His grace entered in.
Born of a virgin,

He’d come as a man.

The Creator among us,

the time was at hand.

The stars were arranged

to show marvelous things,
Setting Wise Men to journey
and find the true King.
Shepherds in Bethlehem
gazed on the sky,

Longing to see him,

their Lord the Most High.
How could they know

that the very next night

An angel of God

would speak words of delight?
How the Savior was born,

It was news of great joy.

In a cloth and a manger
they’d find the dear boy.
And a heavenly host

would soon join to sing

Of the glory of God

and of wonderful things.

He entered creation,

set position aside

To show us how deeply

his love did abide.

Sin sent us away

from our almighty Lord.

He became one of us

that we might be restored.
He’s the Prince of our Peace;
He’s the one who makes whole.
He is Wisdom Incarnate,

a Shepherd of Souls.

He’s the Author of Life;

He’s the Ruler of All.

He can offer salvation,

on His name we call.

The shepherds and Wise Men
would bow to adore

Holy God among men,

our greatest reward.

All glory and honor

Is due to this King.

Let all join in worship;

let every tongue sing.

Jesus is Lord,

all creation proclaims.

He’s the first and last,

He is always the same.
History turned

on the first Christmas day,
When God became man

in a humble display.

As we think of the manger
in which He was laid,

Let our hearts welcome Him
to the world He made!

--Brodie & Brock Thoene
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Our Prayer List

Please pray for these St. Mary’s parishioners:

Bill & Pat Glatzer Barbara Baranowski
Bill & Joan Kastak Anna Dawidziuk
Craig Atherton John Spilka

Johanna Markiewicz Mary Ann Loschelder
Ralph & June Zaun Len Pryer
Marty Bengela Gerald Beres
Elaine Rzonca Frank Dominik
Kathleen Beres Louise Cygan
Chester & Helen Budney Bruno Tracy
Chester & Ann Warzala Tom Petrie
Gail Perz Amy Dreger

Please pray for our family and friends:

Wanda Clark
Michael Cosevin
Laina Dachtal

Beth Chihill
Helen Cummings
Sharon Seitz

Jay Grabowsky Pam Chesar
Cecelia Hall Caroline Kunes
Mark & Kim Andreas Thomas Lill
John & Anne Nemetz Bea Miskow

Rose Neyman Carol Boesch

Joanie True Daniel Rinella
Fr. Tom Sheha Fr. Sr. Gus Sicard
Gracie Pijor Ben Soltesy
Pam Tropiano Linda Vect
Dennis and Sue Vect  Marcus Vaughn, Jr.
Bryson Dzuroff Al Tomasello

Jane Hunter
The Finnie Family

Cherise Pacanovsky
Dennis Thome

Carlene Fliss Jim Fliss Jr.
Duda Family Daniel Morgan
Nan Cramer Bp. Stanley Bilinski

David Vaden
Jeannie Bartko Muran

Bp. John Mack
Bp. John Swantek

Mary Cawley Edna Samelson
Kim Blaha Bill Chambers Sr.
Wanda Heffner Larry Bernacki
Donna Kidd Colleen Howard
Muffie B. Nancy Jablonowski

Marilyn Girard
Stephanie Milla
Shannon Alberino
Jeremy Steinbrick
Marcia Klein Mike Sikut
George & Linda Mikovicka Geri S.
Those in nursing homes or assisted living:

Larry Hoekstra
Rich Dombrowski
Jayden Pieciak
Coleen Fisteck

Polly Gajda Gene Mora
WE ALSO REMEMBER
ALL ACTIVE & RETIRED CLERGY
ALL SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN
Bless them, O Lord.

Visit us online at
www.stmaryspncc.org



