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And just as serious the response to bring
kielbasa was the care that these Polish and
Polishadjacent men took in meticulously
sampling, comparing,-tasting, taking

where the opening dinner was served. Suffi- notes, scoring, and commenting on each
ciently fed, the retreat began in earnest with ~ variety.

prayer Wednesday evening.The Rt. Rev. John An afternoon of free time consisted of
Mack, BishofOrdinary of the Buffale choice between a limousine tour of Lake
Pittsburgh Diocese, blessed new vestments % alleapaupack, a-Bole golf outing, a trip

Mends Retr eat’

The 7" Annual Bishop Stanley Bilinski Unit-
ed YMSof R MenoO6s Spi
place June 125, 2024 on the beautiful
grounds of Spojnia Farm in Waymart, PA.
The theme of the Re

ens lrond6 and is ba . ;
8As iron sharpens | use at the retreat center. The vestments werep to local PNCC Sites, or an afternoon of
ens another 6 The purchased from donations made from the ;30”“5"3-

YMSofR 90 for 90 campaign a few years ba(t:)k
uplifting the worship life of attendees as well
as the recreational life at Spojnia Farm.
Donning the newhblessed vestments,Very
Rev. John Kowalczyk (St. Michael the Archan-
Wednesday afternoon marked arrivals, with gel; Cedar Lake, IN) led the opening liturgy,
attehndees gom 5 states cc;)nverging atthe which was the Exposition of the Most Blessed
Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation Cen- Sacrament. The Blessed Sacrament is a focus - - ; :

ter. Rooms were chosen, acquaintances  each year at our retreat; it is exposed and rk g ; L Z ¢ f ; 8 n '; g g ! ?)?1 d g g 2
were made and renewed, and a few of the available for adoration from this opening litur- St Kowal czvk on oJe
able men assisted in the raising of the new gy until our final Mass. flection built upon each gther and the full
cross on Kicker Hill. Appreciation to An 8am breakfast welcomed the men on idea that Jesqu) always was supposed to be
Chuck Daehn (Holy Mother of the Rosary; Thursday, followed by flag raising and our first resent in the BIesseyd Sacramr:eelt
Lancaster, NY) who (Masswas offered by Bishop John Mack. It veal o

his expertise in muscling the cross into a votive Mass of a Spiritual Retreat, with the After breakfast and clean up, Friday morn-
place. The men were eventually called  pri est 6s present s er vN94hg mepacknoylerged Flag Pay Pung
down to newly renovated Great Hall Rev. Charles Zawistowski (Administrator of ~ 14) by gathering not only for flag raising,
the PNCC Western Di ochutdogthedlessingphanewsmericagq
Bend, IN) offered the homily via Zoom, focus- Flag. Deacon Justin Da_wault (Eastern Dio-
ing on the expanse of the love of God made C€Se) offered the blessing upon the flag,
known through His Son, Jesus Christ. with the veterans of the group (David

Fr. Sr. John Kowalczyk topped our morning ~ Pudzinski, David Humphreys, Ray Bielski,
withawellr ounded present aleRegIUSHN)raigng | kefore the gath-
Brotherhood of St. P aSeffathiulPeacqn dustig thenpffergda

) session on his life as a neleacon in the
We prayed the Angelus (David Humphreys)  pgish National Catholic Church, telling
before lunch and enjoyed what has been per- giqries and fielding questions in what

haps the most memorable meal of our 7 yearsgeryed as an informal vocations panel.

of retreat. While pierogi (store bought and St. .

Maryd6s in Parma) wer eH0|¥ Igarss\/f(gl(y\{,ed tr{eﬁiésmg W%W?; t
per was the response OffedRyR V"]'qu{“c b *twa@é‘ﬁ)‘iﬁvﬁl

Following the afternoon, a pool patio BBQ
took place, with stories shared of the af-
ternoon. A visiting Brady Soltysiak offering
grace for the men in attendance.Three
Eucharistic Devotions, prepared by Rev.
Jim Konicki, were offered after dinner in
the Eucharistic Chapel. Fr. Konicki led a

subcommittee consisting of Rev. Jason
Soltysiak, Rev. Jim Konicki, Rev. Jim Ploska
ka, Nick Kazinetz, Dave Pecynski, Andrew
Humphreys, and Kevin McConlogue.

your favorite kiel bas\?@?g oéhe OédILF)AGIdO(E_’ ng\ﬁ:r SV.ou
categories (smoked, fresh, miscellaneous/ 0SEpN Krusienski ministrative Senior

other), we had 22 different kielbasas to taste Eastern Diocese Southeast Seniorate) of-
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Opening Article (cont) how culturally adep*®

sharpens irond6 was
written, and how if there were no sharp-

fered the sermon, endihdsoeddhdlablb, Fiéndswbuiatérs ==

sacramentology, history of the Word of ally sharpens oneds ﬁ\;' il e

God as Sacrament, and incorporation the - not B lserallysharpening each other [ : y O
Symbol of the PNCC through it all. WA : . -

in the process.

After lunch clearup, there was an hour of  Following our final session was our final
silent time, with the requirement to turn off Mass. Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid (Holy
technology. Some spent the time before the Mother of Sorrows; Dupont, PA) served
Eucharist, others in their rooms, and others as celebrant for a Mass for Health, and
in oquietd conver s atReaJason SoRysiak.offeded arhorRily thas k
then led a session on the reality of the Res- explained the Sacrament of Anointing, its
urrection of Jesus Christ, placing the faithful history in scripture, how and why oil was
in a courtroom setting while setting up and used, and the availability of the Sacrament
knocking down theories against the Resur- to the men present this day. After Mass,
rection as if they were bowling pins. all were anointed by Father Senior for

Dodging raindrops after a quiet afternoon, their needs of heart, soul, body, mind, and
the men welcomed our keynote speaker of fOr traveling mercies.

the event, SSG. Earl Granville. Sergeant Fr. Jason offered final words of thanks to
Granville was originally from the area and  @ll who worked prior to, during, and at-
committed to service just days before Sep- ténded the retreat. Prime Bishop com-

tember 11, 2001. His assignments overseas Mended the work of the United YMSofR,
were in defense of our nation and following @nd President Nick Kazinetz offered some

that event. He met with the guys foran ~ Potential adventures for the YMSofR
hour or so before his speech, and aftera  @head. Special thanks was given to the
hearty official welcome by Fr. Jason,he  kitchen and clean up help: Nick K., Dave

spoke for an hour on his life and what kept Bob G., Dave H., Chuck D., Jeremy N.,
him going through some bleak and desper- Andrew H., and Kevin M.

ate times. He then fielded a variety of Our retreat continues to grow annually in
questions ranging from his faith, national = numbers and spirit because of the dedica- H
defense policies, his life in Northeast Penn- tion of the men of the Church to ensure
sylvania, collegiality amongst veterans,adapt hat it i s a spirit
tations to life as an amputee, and more. attendance. The schedule is argemar
SSG Granville speaks all across America angdnq debated to
we are thankful to donors who helped
make his appearance at our retreat possi- the balance of spirit

ble. worship, downtime, ==
The event closed with hearty appetizers and activity worthy =

served by local legend Mama Kaz (with
righthand gal Wanda Stash). Deacon Justin
closed the evening with the Litany of the
Most Blessed Sacrament and the men scat-
tered off for conversation, a bonfire, a bit
more tv, and solitude.

Saturday was our final morning together
and began with Morning Prayer and flag
raising before breakfast. Fr. Jason led the
morning prayer and Ray Bielski, our flag
raiser extraordinaire, raised the flag a final

time for our event. Fr. Jas@Director of
The Most Rev.Anthony Mikovsky thenar- t+ he 71t h

rived and offered our final session, which Spiritual Retreat
was on our theme of O0lron

He detailed some observations he made on

his (long) daily visits to our retreat and

applied them to his words. He focused on

make sure it retaing

of a retreat geared
towards men of the ==
Church. May this
event continue to
glorify God and to §
envelop in His love &
and care the men
the Polish National
Catholic Church
and beyond.
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Fat hersdo Day at St. Mar yo0s
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Western Diocese Concert & Convention
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SubDeacon Talaga Visits
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Convo 2024
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